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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord 4%
"Some trust in chariots and some in horses; but we will r 'S(L
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\ Waters Cover the Sea.—Isa. xi. 9.

f the name of the Lord our God."—Psa. xx. 7.
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Christmas.

ings that we scatter far and wide
among our suffering fellow-men?—A.
B. Simpson.
* * *
The life of the Lord Jesus Christ
upon the earth was the working out
and development of the song of the
angels. It was "glory to God," illustrated in his obedience, in his personal sacrifice, in his prayers and
teachings, in his consecration and
death. It was "peace" in all the utterances of his life, peace beaming from
his gentle eye, peace spoken by his
daily acts, peace in his bearing humbly and patiently the bufferings, and
strokes, and insults, and injuries that
were put upon him. It was "good will
to man," for every thought, word and
act of that blessed life was the translation of God's infinite love into forms
visible to the mortal love into forms
visible to the mortal eyes that saw
him.—John McClintock.
* * *

"Behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy* * * Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth, peace, good
will toward men. (Luke ii. 10, 14.)
The first message of the advent
morning was gladness. Christmas is
the joyous season of the year. Christ
has given to this sad world the only
key to happiness. Let us be glad and
rejoice, and let us pass on the good
tidings to our sorrow-stricken fellowmen everywhere. There is nothing
that so impresses a traveler in heathen
lands as the downlook of the people.
There is no real joy in the countenance
or the heart of those who are strangers,
to the gospel. "Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound."
Let us not forget the next high note,
the highest note of the Christmas
song. "Glory to God in the highest."
How often Christmas is without
Christ. We take the joy his love has
brought and we forget him. Let
this Christmas time be given first to
him and let the whole year which it
ushers in be a dedicated one.
Then follows the sweet note of
love: "Peace on earth, good will to
men." Shall we have an unselfish
Christmas ? Shall its chief joy be the
hearts that we make glad and the bless-

Miss Willard, commenting on that
old motto of the world, "Each for himself," etc., said it should be, "Each
for the other, that there may be no
hindmost for the devil to take." If
we do not see some other to help, it is
a proof that we are not where God
wants us to be, in place or spirit, for
"everybody is between somebody and
somebody else." To find out the needs
of the somebodies on both sides of us,
and relieve them as 'far as possible
should be the business of our life. It
would leave us little time to nurse our
own troubles. There is no better way
to dispel your own loneliness than to
seek one lonelier than yourself. There
is no better way to increase your
power to resist temptation than to put
strength and courage into the hearts
of those tempted. Just now when the
Christmas bells are ringing, someone
is lonely, desolate and tempted. Does
he live near you?—Selected.
* * *
The king of Persia once made a
tour through his empire. The people
honored'him with costly gifts, but
none of them pleased him. A poor
laborer, wishing also to give the king
a proof of his love, brought to him
some water in his hands, from a
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brook near by, saying, "It is all I
have; with this I give myself." This
sign of love and loyalty so moved the
king that he gave the man a golden
cup and' a large sum of money. Christ
gave himself for us, can we do less
than give ourselves to. him ? Selfgiving was the law of his life, is it
ours ? What a glad, a glorious
Christmas this would be, if all those
who hear his dear name would say:
"Silver and gold I have none; what
I have I give unto thee. I offer myself, heart, voice, time, talents, all;
take me and use me in thy service for
the brothjgkood of man for evermore."—Selected.
Like flakes of snow that fall unperceived upon the earth, the seemingly
unperceived events of life succeed one
another. As the snow gathers together,
so are our habits formed. Nc> single
flake that is added to the pile produces
a sensible change; no single action
creates, however it may exhibit, a
character.
It is not, Work to get saved, but,
Get saved and work.—A. Metzler.
There was somebody who day in
and day out never did anything to
make anybody else happy. Was it
you?
E D I T O R I A L NOTES.

Some of our correspondents are
trying to save paper by crowding the
writing and completely filling the
page. Remember it is hard for us to
prepare the MSS. for the compositor,
and hard on the eyes of the compositor. Please reform. Write with ink.
The conclusion of the article "The
Work of the Bible Society," which appeared in part in our last issues, is
crowded out of this issue, as also some
other matter which is in type.
Bro. A. B. Musser, treasurer of the
Hymn Book Fund, desires us to call
attention to his article, in November
15 number, once more, where he calls
for the brethren to contribute (or
lend) towards making the Fund suffiently large so the Committee can go
on with the work.

EVANGELICAL,

Evangelical Visitor
A Semi-Monthly Religious Journal
For the exposition of true, practical piety and devoted to the spread of Evangelical truths
and the Unity of the church.
Published in the interest of the church of the
Brethren in Christ.
SUBSCRIPTION:/£ER,YEAR.

"

-

-

I Six MONTHS.

$1.00

5°cts

(Sample Copies Free)
To Foreign Countries, $1.25 a Year.
Editor,

GEO. D E T W I L E R ,

Harrisburg,

Pa

ASSOCIATES:

EI.DBR W. O. BAKER,
BXDER M. H. OBERHOI<SER,
S. R. SMITH,
. . .
-

IvOuisville, Ohio
Culberson, Pa.
Harrisburg, Pa.

GEORGE DETWIUSR, Office Manager •

All communications
and letters of business
should be addressed to Geo. Detzviler,
36 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg;
Pa.
Entered at the Postofhce at Harrisburg, Pa., as second class marl matter.

8@r" The date printed after your name on the
label denotes the time to which you have paid.
Keep it in the future.

EDITORIAL.
Celebrating- Christmas.

As we are preparing to send out
this number of the VISITOR we are reminded by its date that the yearly
Christmas season is near at hand.
Already the Christmas spirit, whether
good or bad, is in the air. Preparation for an increasing Christmas trade
is going on all around us. In a time
of such unexampled prosperity traders
of all kinds. are counting on doing
large business. It is presumed that
everybody will make extra expenditures in submission to the popular
wave which sweeps society along in
its wake. The venders of toys and
candies, and even the tobacco merchant and liquor seller, though what
either of these businesses have in
common with the Christ spirit we are
unable to see, are specially prepared
to cater to the whims and desires of
all comers. Everybody is encouraging
everybody to be generous-hearted,
"good-will toward men," but it is to
be feared in the last analysis selfishness is the moving factor in a great
deal of the whole affair. "Sirs, ye
know that by this business we have
our wealth," and it is still true as it
was in Paul's time that the money
god largely rules. Some one has expressed the opinion that if Jesus Christ
himself were here one of the first acts
he would do would be to abolish the
observance of Christmas.
While by arrangement and agreement the whole Christian world observes December 25, as Christ's natal
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day, it is extremely doubtful whether
it is really the day of his advent.
That much, very much, of what obtains as a proper, popular, way of
celebrating this event is an heirship
from the Roman Catholic Church in
its apostacy, if not tinged with the
heathenism with which Paul came in
contact in the first century, appears
to us quite probable. The "Santa
Claus" and "Chris Kindle" legends
come down to us from the misty past
and can only be propogated from
generation to generation because the
child lives, so largely, in an unreal
world, and thus believes the lie until
he is old enough to be undeceived. It
is no wonder that a boy, when he
learns that Santa Claus, in whom he
so thoroughly believed, is a myth, that
he should become doubtful of the
truth of the testament story of
Christ. It is no wonder that Christians who are alive and spiritual in the
New Testament sense should be conscientious about joining with the popular current. It is perhaps no easy
task to row against the current of an
intensely carnal Christianity, but it is
safe to do it. When the world which
"lies in the wicked one" undertakes to
celebrate Christmas it will do it in a
way with which he, the wicked one,
will be in accord. All this line of
thought may seem thoroughly pessimistic and those who speak that way
are usually designated as ascetic, antiquated fossils. Well, Christ and his
apostles were not popular, and Jesus
said, "Marvel not if the world hate
you."
On the other hand the man or woman, or child, in whose heart the
Christ-spirit dwells, according to New
Testament principles, can have a joyous Christmas—will have a heart that
beats in tune with the angel song—
will be full of good will towards men
resulting in loving words and deeds of
kindness, because of having peace
with God, and can join with heart and
voice in the "Glory to God in the
highest," song, and realize that we are
celebrating one of the most wonderful events of the world's history: the
event which the Old Testament period
looked forward to with intense longing and expectation: the event when
the "Child was b o r n . . . .a Son given,"
who is called "Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace" and on whose shoulders the government shall be. Read
especially The 'Magnificat' Luke i.
46-55, and The 'Benedicts' verses
68-79, and then read Luke ii. 1-20,
and open your heart wide so that the
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Christ-spirit can come in and possess
you whole and you will have a happy
Christmas. This we wish for all our
readers.
"The angel has come down;
The glory now has shone;
The shepherds see the light and hear the
voice':—
'Fear not, behold, I bring
Glad tidings' of your King,
Let all the nations of the earth rejoice!
"Sing a new song to-night,
Sing, all ye stars of light!
The Lord of Glory leaves his glorious
heaven.
T o earth behold him come
From his celestial home.
T o us a child is born, a Son is given!
"O music of the past,
The sweetest and the last
Of all the notes of ages gone is this,
That tells of the great birth,
That sings of peace on earth,
And man restored to more than primal
bliss.
"O lingering night, speed o n !
Arise, the golden sun,
And bring up in its joy the day of days,
When the eternal Word,
Creation's King and Lord,
Takes flesh that he may flesh to glory raise"
The Gospel T e x t Calendar.

A large majority of subscriptions
expire with this number, and in order
to avoid all embarrassment should be
renewed now, to-day. No doubt
many are thinking of ordering a
Gospel Text Calendar when they renew their subscription. They may not
be just ready to send in the renewal
and wait until after New Year. In
such case in order that the Calendar
may reach them by January 1 it
would be well to send us the order for
the Calendar by postal card and include the price of same—25 cents—
when making remittance later. If
you order it now we will have it forwarded to you without delay. We
would be glad if the VISITOR agents
would take orders for the Calendars.
The price to them is $2.25 per dozen.
The Close of t h e V o l u m * .

Again by the rapid flight of time we
are brought to the end of another
year, the close of another volume.
While it seems but a short time since
the first number of the VISITOR went
forth, yet twenty years—a fifth of
a century—have rolled into eternity
since that time. With this issue ends
Volume xx. As we look back over
the year we see much to inspire us to
thankfulness to God. We can say in
the language of the Scripture,
"Hitherto the Lord hath helped." His
goodness and mercy has been manifested toward us in the work; we have
been blessed so that we were able to
attend to the work without interruption. Our people have been very pa-
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tient and considerate with us making
allowance for our mistakes and shortcomings, and we have the confidence
that not a few have remembered us
when they had the ear of the Father.
We are thankful to many who have
had a kind word of sympathy and encouragement when writing to us. We
have the confidence that the VISITOR'S
testimony has thus gone forth for the
glory of the Lord and for blessing and
encouragement to its readers. It is a
satisfaction to us to believe that substantial progress is being made in the
work of the church. A deepening of
the spiritual life in individual members
is evidently taking place in many
places; the interest in home and foreign mission work is increasing. The
tidings from Africa and India, and
brought to the homes through the
VISITOR, are, no doubt, read with
ever-deepening interest.
We pray that the VISITOR may increase in usefulness and blessing as
it goes into the homes of the, brethren. In order that this may be
realized there is need of a large
sympathy, a working together in
unity and forbearance. The business
end needs also to be looked after.
The prompt renewal of subscriptions,
the gathering of new subscribers,
since there are continually some dropping out, in short, the co-operation of
all our readers is needed to enable the
paper to go forth the coming year as
it has in the past, and fill its place as
it ought.
Bro. Steigerwald's Matoppo letter
will prove interesting reading and
gives a little insight into some of the
experiences of the missionaries and
also of their daily engagements. We
hope the APPEAI, elsewhere in this issue for means to supply the Mission
with cows and working oxen will
bring a quick response. As long' as
the brotherhood did not know, there
was not the responsibility, but now
that the need is known, it will be no
credit to the Church if she continues
to make the missionaries be handicapped in their operations as they have
been. Private correspondence from
"Beyond the 'Zambezi," dated October 14, informs us that the party is
still blessed with health, and they were
pushing the work of completing the
huts. However, heavy rains came
about a month earlier than usual, and
as their house was not yet ready for
occupancy, and their'other shelters being inadequate, they suffered consid-.
erable inconvenience because of the
rain.
They were yet undecided
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whether to stay there over the first
rainy season or go back to Bulawayo.Sister Davidson feels as though much
valuable time would be lost in going
back. This is also the mind of Sister
Engle, yet, as Sister Engle had two
attacks of fever last year, it might be
wise to go away over the first rainy
season. Their confidence in God remains unshaken and feel they are
where the Lord wants them now.
G. A. Davidson, of Kansas City,
Mo., a son of the late Elder Henry
Davidson wishes to call the attention
of home seekers, to a chance which he
offers, to secure a home or homes. . He
has a farm of 880 acres in the best
valley of Chase .county, Kansas, conveniently located, which he has owned
for fourteen years, which he is now;
offering for sale on very favorable
terms and an exceedingly low price.
The tract is well watered and the soil
is very fertile. Corn has not failed of
yielding a crop during the fourteen
years of ownership. There is lots of
pasture and Alfalfa yields splendidly.
There is sufficient timber for firewood
and posts. The streams are full of
fish. Mr. Davidson will be glad to
correspond with any one who may be
interested, and give full information
as to price and terms of payment. He
will be glad to go with any one who
desires to look at the property. For
all particulars write to G. A. Davidson, 332 N. Y. Life Bldg., Kansas
City, Mo.
• » ..—,—.—
Other notes on page 8 and 11.
A s Appeal.

A recent letter from brother Steigerwald of the Matoppo Mission, South
Africa, informs us of the pressing
need of more cattle for the Mission.
The General Conference, on the recommendation of the Foreign Mission
Board appropriated $500.00 for the
purchasing of some cattle for the three
stations under the control of brothers
Steigerwald, Doner and Frey. Cattle
being a high price they could only secure about ten head of cows, and
when divided among the three stations we can easily see how few it
left for the Matoppo Mission. The
Matoppo station is the only Mission
that has a large tract.of land suitable
for farming, and grazing purposes.
The other two outposts have only a
few acres.
Brother
Steigerwald
should have at once not less than
four or six cattle to work, besides
about twelve or more cows. He was
obliged to break in for work cattle that
belonged to other parties, to do his

plowing, and then the parties that
owned these cattle came and took them
away before the seeding was done,
which necessitated brother Steigerwald to break in for work other green
cattle to do his seeding. Those who
know anything about breaking in
green cattle to work will tell us that
it is hard and difficult work. God
bless the poor, hard-working missionaries. Who will come up to the help
of the Lord at once by sending a good
round free-will offering for the purchasing of cattle for the Matoppo
Mission? Send it to brother P. M.
Climenhaga, Stevensville, Ont.
Brother Steigerwald says he could
use a thousand dollars in stocking up
the Mission, but if we succeed in getting five hundred dollars through this
appeal it certainly will meet our expectation and it will be a big boon
for the Matoppo Mission. Brother
Steigerwald is working hard to make
the Mission more nearly self-supporting.
Yours in him,
J. R. ZOOK, Chairman.

P. M. CLIMENHAGA, Treasurer.
M. ENGLS, Secretary.

ELI

[The above appeal in behalf of the
African Missions, Matoppo and outstation s at Mapane and Mishabezi,
ought to bring a quick and generous
response. It seems most unwise that
the hard-working, self-denying missionaries should be under necessity of
bearing burdens which could be readily lifted, and no one be the poorer
for it. It seems that work oxen and
cows are a necessity and because of
the lack of these they have been greatly handicapped in their industrial
work. Brother Steigerwald in his letter to the Board gives a brief glimpse
as,to their efforts and struggles in
making the land which they have, a
source of income. He says, "We
have denied ourselves of needed
things in order to be able to get a
start in sheep and goat raising. We
have done all our farming and going
to town with six, then eight, then ten,
donkeys; two of these we were helped
to by those who saw with their own
eyes how much we needed them. Because of being handicapped in work
animals we have been unable to prosecute the agricultural work as we
would have liked." Then he relates
what is referred to in the appeal about
breaking in ten oxen for parties and
when they had them broke they were
taken away, and they had to go over
the same work again with a fresh
herd. Let every reader heed this appeal and send a special offering to
the treasurer.—Editor.]
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Christ W e l c o m e d .

H e has come, the Christ of God;
Left for us his glad abode;
Stooping from his throne of bliss,
T o this darksome wilderness!
H e has come, the Prince of Peace;
Come to bid our sorrows cease;
Come to scatter, with his light,
All the shadows of our night.
He, the mighty King, has come,
Making this poor earth his home;
Come to bear our sins sad load,
Son of David, Son of God.
H e has come, whose name of grace
Speaks deliverance to our race;
Left for us his glad abode
Son of Mary, Son of God.
Unto us a child is born;
Ne'er has earth beheld a morn
Out of all the morns of time
Half so glorious in its prime.
Unto us a S'on is given;
He has come from God's own heaven,
Bringing with him, from above
Holy peace, and holy love.
—Past. Horatius Bonar.
For

the
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D i v i n e Healing 1 .

Divine healing defined:—It is that
particular kind of healing effected by
faith in the Redeemer or the Atoner,
who made atonement for sin, infirmities and sicknesses. Jesus and the
Apostles recognized it as a result of
faith which placed it beyond applications and treatment of a physical nature. It is plainly seen that Divine
Healing, as well as pardon, regeneration and sanctification is appropriated
by faith; and since it is appropriated
by faith it must be provided for by or
in the atonement, else it could not be
procured by-faith. So Divine Healing comes to us as a gift, being purchased for the believer by Christ in the
atonement—"Surely, he hath borne
our sickness" "etc," and by his stripes
we are healed" (Isa. liii. 4, 5).
"And Jesus healed all that were sick
that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by Isaiah, the prophet, saying
himself took our infirmities and bare
our sicknesses" (Matt. viii. 17).
W A S DIVINE HEADING TO BE PERPETUATED ?

Certainly. There is no Scriptural
evidence against its continuity, but
much in its favor.
Jesus himself, says, "These signs
shall follow them that believe * * *
they shall lay hands on the sick and
they shall recover." James the Apostle, gives instruction in reference to
Divine Healing—"Is any sick among
you let him call for the elders of the
church and let them prav over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord, and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick," etc.
Some construe this last quotation to
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mean that the oil effects healing, say• ing that it was an old method of applying remedies. But the word plainly
declares that the prayer of faith does
the work and not the oil—the prayer
of faith in Jesus' name.
The question might be asked why
then use oil if it was not intended to
heal? With as much propriety we
might ask, why lay on hands as Jesus
suggested (Mark xvi. 18) ? No doubt
the laying on of hands and the anointing with oil helps us to reach the crisis
where we can and do exercise a living
and appropriating faith. Thousands
are being healed to-day in answer to
the-prayer of faith.
Paul in I. Cor.' xii. speaks of the
gifts of healing as being conferred
upon the church of Christ as well as
the gifts of teaching, interpreting,
prophecy, faith, etc., showing that it
shall be continued. Why the gifts if
not to be used? Does God believe in
superfluity ?
WHY

ARE

NOT

MORE

HEAEED

IN

THIS WAY?

The leper said to Jesus, "If thou
wilt thou canst make me whole or
clean." This leper believed Jesus
could, but questioned in his heart as
to whether he would. He believed
Jesus had the ability to heal him, but
doubted his disposition.
Here is
where many people of to-day stand.
But when Jesus said, "I will, be thou
clean," the poor man believed it and
was instantly healed.
So many people of to-day say,, "If
I knew that it was the will of, God
that I should be healed, then I could
believe." Yet, at the same time they
take treatment at a great expense, and
even ask God to bless the medicine or
treatment to the healing of their bodies. If we believe that sickness is allowed to come upon us for our good and
that it is the will of God, how can we
consistently take treatment and even
ask God to bless it to the healing of
the body? If we really believe that
God has allowed a sickness to come
upon us for our good, then we accordingly would suffer it until God himself
would lift it from us. If God would
send or allow something of the kind
come on us for our betterment, would
not God know just when to lift i':?
Certainly he would, and would not let
it continue one moment longer than
necessary. So that is no excuse for
not trusting God for divine healing.
"Probably my sickness is unto
death," some one says, "therefore I
cannot believe for divine healing;"
and yet is taking treatment and asking
God to bless the means to restore

health. If we really believe our sickness is unto death, how can we consistently take treatment and then try
to thwart God's design? It shows in
such case that we either are opposing
. God's will and purpose and are unwilling to submit, or that we do not
really believe what we say.
How

CAN W E KNOW THE W I L E oE
GOD IN T H I S MATTER?

In the first place we learn the will
of God in the written zvord—"They
shall lay hands upon the sick and they
shall recover." "Is any sick among
you let him call for the elders of the
church and let them pray over him,"
etc. Now these references alone express the will of God, and plainly
demonstrate that it is the will of God
that we shall be healed by the prayer
of faith. But is it not appointed unto
man once to die? Most assuredly it
is; however, we have the right to
stand on the written promises of God
for healing, unless the Lord gives us
a firm and intelligent conviction otherwise, or unless God in his providence
makes it plain to the contrary.
As a general rule those who are living very near to God, and have the
true light on this subject, have no difficulty on these points.
HAPPY IS THE MAN T H A T CONDEMNETH NOT HIMSEEE IN THAT
W H I C H H E AEEOWETH.

When we claim that we can not take
Christ as our healer because we are
not clear in reference to the purpose
and will of God, and yet take treatment, do we not condemn ourselves?
or if we claim to believe that a sickness is sent upon us for our good or
betterment and at the same time take
treatment, do we not condemn ourselves ? Why take treatment if we believe it to be the will of God for us to
be sick, and that we are receiving, actual benefit from the same ?
It reminds me of the doctrine " f
purgatory. It is claimed by the Roman
Catholic Church that purgatory is a
place for the purification of the soul
of the man that dies in sin, but at the
same time the priest suggests if a certain sum of money be advanced he
[the priest] will pray the man out.
Now, if there were such a place s
purgatory for the purification of a
sinful soul, what right would a priest
have to interfere and pray him out?
Would not God have sense enough o
know when he is pure and take him
out just at the right time ? What would
money have to do with his release
from its pains? We unitedly pronounce it a deception! We must be
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very careful to avoid a similar error
in reference to Divine Healing.
DIVINE

HEALING

APPROPRIATED BY

FAITH.

Sometimes it is said, "Well, I am
submitted to the will of God. If God
wants to heal me, I'll be very glad and
thankful, but if its his will I am willing to suffer this sickness." Now this
looks plausible, and is all right in respect to submission; but there is one
very essential thing lacking for
divine healing—that is a living, appropriating faith. We must believe it is
God's will that we shall be healed, and
also believe God can heal, and then
the final step—God does heal me. You
may have heard sinners say already,
"Well if God wants to save me he
may, if he don't, it's all right." You
never heard of a sinner being saved in
that way. He must get to the place
where he believes God will, can and
does save him before he can realize
salvation. We must have the same
appropriating faith for Divine Healing. It takes no greater faith to be
healed than to be saved.
I T MUST B E FOR THE GLORY OE GOD.

If we desire to be healed just for
our own comfort, or that we may be
able to work to make more money to
increase our bank account, or that we
may gad through the community, gossiping, or that we may gratify an abnormal appetite, etc., we cannot succeed in exercising a living, appropriating faith—it must be for the glory of
God. Illustration:—A mother desires
to be healed that she may care for her
children, and bring them up in the
fear of God, etc. Again:—A minister of the gospel is sick and thus disqualified to preach. He desires to be
healed that he may be able to engage
in his calling and win sinners to Christ
and encourage believers. These are
holy desires, and not in the way of
Divine Healing, but in favor.
Some one says—
TEE TRY JESUS, I F A FAILURE, TEE
TRY MEDICINE.

Faith makes no provision for a failure. Faith does not experiment.
Faith burns the bridges as it goes and
cries, "It shall be done." Faith says,
I can, I will, I do believe.
Two religious boys, who had been
reading the miracles of the Bible, such
as Jesus and Peter walking upon the
water, etc.,.and came to the conclusion
that miracles could be performed now
as well as then. Accordingly they
decided that they could walk in the air
across the driveway in the barn from
one hay mow to another. But, how-
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ever, before they undertook it they
spread the barn floor thickly with
straw so they would not fall so hard
if the project proved a failure. That
is the kind of "faith" a great many
people have in Divine Healing.
A man in California, joined the
Divine Healing Association. He took
suddenly and seriously ill, and sent for
a doctor. A little later a brother of
the same association met him and said,
"Brother, I thought you joined the
Divine Healing Association." "I did,"
was the reply. "What made you send
for the doctor?" was the interrogation.
"Well, sir; I was terribly sick and
could' not afford to run any chances,"
• was the response. Is not this the way
that many people are trusting God?
We run no chances when we trust God
according to his word. How can we
dare to impeach the fidelity of God?
Is it extravagant to believe God? No;
but it is criminal to disbelieve him.
May we as God's people,' come up and
enjoy the prerogative of Divine Healing.
HYGIENE AND SANITARY DAWS MUST
B E OBSERVED.

We can not intelligently hope to be
healed and retain good health if we
ignore God's hygenic instructions.
God did not give the list of foods simply for self-denial. But in respect to
the forbidden foods he said. "They are
unclean." We must get our eyes open
on the pure food question and sanitation. It does not interfere with Divine
Healing to bathe our bodies and keep
them clean; to take healthful nourishment, etc., but it is in perfect harmony.
Some say the pure food instruction
belonged exclusively to the Jews under
the Mosaic law. Have the laws of the
human body been changed ? The animal flesh that was unwholesome then,
is hurtful now—true science corroborates this fact.
The people that adhere most strictly
to these laws are the healthiest people
in the world—climate and sanitation
being equal.
J. R. ZOOK.
Des Moines, la.
Prayer is mightier than the sword to
slay the enemies of the soul. Prayer
is brighter than the rays of the sun,
revealing the hidden depths of the
human spirit. Prayer is quicker and
stronger than eagles' pinions, bearing
us from the atmosphere of earth to the
atmosphere of heaven.
"Sharp people always cut themselves."
A dollar with a prayer is worth
more than a palm branch with a shout.

For

the
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Great Opportunities.

Dear readers of the VISITOR, I come
to you with an earnest appeal. I want
you to get an interest in the Rescue
Home and Girls' School in South
Africa. You can all have some shares,
as many as you are able to take. It is
for the suffering, those who cannot
help themselves. These girls are sold
when quite young and are bought by
some man who may have a number of
wives already. He must pay something every year to bind the contract,
and when the girl arrives at the age of
fourteen or fifteen, she must be married according to their customs. But
since these people are under control
of the British government, these girls
must all appear before the chief Commissioner. He asks the girl whether
she loves the man and whether she
wants to marry him. She would every
time say, "No, I don't want to marry
him," but where shall the poor girl
go ? The father has sold her and he
wants his payment. The mother has
no say in the matter, and the man that
bought her wants his property. So
the poor girl is obliged to say, yes.
Many a girl has even committed suicide for she does not want to live in
adultery. O, what sad, sad lives these
poor girls have to live!
Well, here is our plea. Let us be
ready to rescue them. We can establish schools where they can stay and
be educated. Many of these girls are
anxious to come away from their parents to these schools to learn, and they
want to be good. When they reach
the marrying age, the men that bought
them will come to marry them, but
then the missionary goes with them,
and when the chief magistrate asks the
girl whether she loves the man and
wants to marry him the girl will say,
no, because she has 3. place where she
can go. She can go with the missionary and can be raised for God. The
chief Commissioner says, "you don't
need to marry that man if you don't
want to. I free you to-day." And to
the father and the man that bought
her he will say, "You keep your hands
off that girl or I will punish you." So
the girl is free.
Dear reader, you see what a grand
opportunity there is to rescue these
girls from these heathen homes. I
feel it is not only an opportunity to do
good, but it puts a responsibility on us.
We must do what we can. I am very
glad to find so many of our dear people whom we have met so willing to
help in this work, and give of that
which God has blessed them with.
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And now I plead with those of you
who have not had an opportunity to
give. You can have it and have a shaie
in this holy movement. I wonder if
you could not volunteer, and get up a
subscription for this work in your
community. Let us see if we cannot
gather two or three thousand dollars
till the next Conference meets.
Some may think this too large a
sum, but remember you cannot do
much without money in South Africa.
Labor is very high; you have to pay
four or five dollars a day. So you see
it takes money.
This could be
remedied by. sending strong young
men into the work to make the brick
and build the wall and do the work.
It takes much work to take hold of
these opportunities. You must do
something; you must say something;
you must give something. We need
people that will act; that are not afraid
of what the people say or how much
the finger of scorn is pointed at them.
We must act as if we meant business.
We know we have only once to live
in this world. Let us live for God;
work for souls; be co-workers with
God so the world is made better by
our living here.
Look at that widow lady, Mrs. Edwards, who went out to South Africa
from the State of Ohio, and started a
Rescue Home and School for the poor
helpless girls.
She commenced a
school thirty-seven years ago with
nineteen pupils, and stuck to the work.
She has raised many girls for God
that have married Christian men and
have raised Christian families. We
visited some of them and I saw the
contrast between living in heathen
darkness and superstition, or living
Christian lives. These people are
ignorant, as people say, but give them
a chance and you will be surprised
how quick and apt they are to learn
to read, write, sew, and do all kinds
of house and garden work. I am glad
to tell you they are teachable, loveable
and affectionate; give them a chance.
Dear reader, let me entreat you to
do all that you can for this Rescue
Home for the girls. What we do, let
us do quickly, for the longer we delay
the more of these dear girls will be
married into these heathen homes and
she will have to finish her half built
hut and dig her garden and plant it
and raise some grain to support a lazy
man. Many of them are quite too
lazy to support a wife. But, lest I
weary you I will close with this subject, but let me tell you there are many
more opportunities to rescue the perishing and to help replenish the For-
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eign Mission treasury. Years ago
there were not so many opportunities
as their are now. So you see God is
opening doors where we could not
have entered, but God is doing what
we could not do; so now, if we are
willing workers we will take hold and
do what we can. And "the least we do
for Jesus will be precious in his sight.
The best of us cannot do too much.
So let us do all we can for whoever
needs our help..
We praise God for ever counting us
worthy to be helpers in the work of
the Master. If any wish to write to
us, our permanent address is Mechanicsburg, Pa. We shall be glad to
answer any one wishing to correspond
with us.
From your humble servant,

[December 15, 1906.

home oftener when of age than those
in Orphanages. You can hardly keep
them until they become of age unless
you adopt them personally to some of
the officers, and then they begin to
show at once they belong to you and
not to the Home.
Again, we in Homes can not give
them the financial help they get in
private homes, as we will not put children into homes unless their standing
is good, so we know there will be some
resource for them.
Two

MISTAKES IN ORPHANAGES.

First. They should by no means go
into cities, so they have to receive
every thing they eat and wear through
charity. Again, they should not collect too many into one place, giving
the appearance as though they were
CATIE A. MYERS.
herded instead of seeming like a home.
Better have a number of small homes
T h e Care of O r p h a n C h i l d r e n .
at one place and give some proper perIn this letter I wish to show the ad- sons say about ten, and then a general
vantage of z- private home over Or- school and also a general superintenphanages.
dent, to manage the work. By all
First. We want to consider the means give them industry.
home, it must be strictly Christian
The question is asked, do you not
with the right faith, of good reputa- believe in Orphanages ? I certainly
tion, and a fair financial standing, and do, and we show it by our works, but
should have a good ability to conquor we believe they should be more of a
and train children, most of the chil- medium, or rather a distributing point,
dren we collect need more of this as those engaged in this kind of work
than home-born, because of the nature give their whole time to the work,
by birth, and because of the lives they and people generally inquire at such
sometimes live until they are put into places for children. Children should
a home. The mothers of so many be adopted as young as possible for
children are self-willed girls who run many reasons which we have not space
or go away from home and fall into to give.
the snare and are delivered in hospiThere are so many orphans in Oklatals, and are without love. They aban- homa, we could fill our Home full sevdon their offspring and consequently eral times a year if our new house was
they are born without natural affection. completed. It is all up, every thing
We see here in Our Home babies, "we ready for plastering, and I want to
get them from three days' old and say just a few words, if any one feels
up." It takes them much longer to interested in the cause here to help
learn to know mamma and papa than us to finish and furnish this house, we
do legally born babies. So it also takes will thankfully receive it. We only
a love given of the Lord, and if you had one horse 23 years old to work
do not have this you should never with for one year, so we had to get the
apply.
farming done, and of our oats we reChildren in Orphanages do not feel ceived not one bushel. It rotted in the
as though they had any one they can field; the wheat rotted in the stack.
call their own folks, but when they are We sold $17.00 worth of wheat. We
grown or of age and go out into the have some good corn, and we bought
world, they feel all alone, and many, a team'for $200.00, paid cash $125.00.
many go out and fall into sin and the We have $60.00. We can pay on the
same old story over and over. As it team as soon as the man who owes it
stands true, the majority of fallen to us thrashes, so we will have $15.00
girls are orphans. My wife was an to pay and $13.00 on lath and plaster.
orphan indeed and Bro. William We plastered one room to keep baby
Kerrns adopted her, and she feels yet in this Winter, making a total of $28.as though they were her folks, and if 00, which is all our indebtedness. I
she had no home of her own she would felt like making this financial statestill have a home.
ment so the brethren will know our
We also . see orphan children who real standing, as there has been some
are raised in private families remain inquiry. As to our spiritual standing
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and moral deportment, God knows it
all and we give the brethren a special
invitation to come and see for themselves, or write to those who were in
our Home or who are acquainted. The
proverb is good, "Let another praise
thee and not thine own mouth." The
reasons why there are more orphans
in Oklahoma than in other States and
where we get them will be given -in a
future letter. So I leave you by saying
one was placed in a good Brethren
home since our last letter. We ask
you to pray for us and the work here.
The oldest in the Home was baptized
by Bro. D. R. Eyster and joined the
Brethren church.
Your for the Homeless,
A. L. EISENHOWER,

President.
Jabbok Home, Thomas, Okla.
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

Gospel, Power, No. 2, and Salvation.
"A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that
which is good; and an evil man out of
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth
forth that which is evil" (Luke vi. 45).
"For every tree is known by his own
fruit. For of thorns men do not
gather figs, nor of a bramble bush
gather they grapes" ( Luke vi. 44).
"O generation of vipers, how can ye,
being evil, speak good things" (Matt,
xii. 34) ?
Dear ones, I could produce many
more references to prove this important subject, however, I do not deem
it necessary, therefore with my subject on file, I proceed to comment some
upon these Scriptures already quoted.
Man in his primitive state was possessed with the divine nature stamped
on his soul, which implies God's own
image; however, man was so constituted (through God's infinite wisdom)
that the devil had access to his (Adam
and Eve) five senses. I do not expect to drift from my subject, only to
bring in a few brief thoughts of man's
primitive state, and how he was ruined
by the infernal fall. Man's fall was
total depravity, and not a spark of
divine energy in him was left. He
could not by any means of his own
change his relation to God, for in his
fall he fell from peace to enmity.
GOD'S PROMISE TO M A N .

In fulfillment of time (God's own
time) God promised to send one
through the "woman's seed" that
would bruise the serpent's head, and it
would bruise his heel. The query
comes up, What is implied in bruising
the heel? Well, according to Paul's
declaration, we believe it means that
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the devil has access to our flesh and
blood (human side). What is implied
in bruising the serpent's head? I
answer, GOSPEL, POWER and

SALVA-

TION, which implies a radical change
of the heart. "Born of incorruptible
seed by the living word of God, that
liveth and abideth forever" (I. Pet. i.
23)"A good man cut of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that
which is good." Dear readers, this is
a living fact and cannot be changed
as long as the good seed treasure remains in the heart. It is not a duty
in this state of being to bring forth
good fruit; but it is a result, that cannot be otherwise. To prove this fact,
see John xv. 4.
"Abide in me [Jesus] and I in you,
as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it ABIDE in the vine;, no
more can ye, except ye ABIDE in me."
A CREATIVE ACT BY GOD'S POWER.

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto Salvation." This creative
act of being born of incorruptible seed
brings us into Christ, and Christ into
us. It is an undeniable fact, that we
cannot bring forth good fruit unless
we are attached to Jesus Christ, the
infinite battery of strength.
When we receive stock from God's
nursery it will invariably produce the
same fruit. "Jesus says, "Every
branch in me that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring more
fruit."
W H A T IS IMPLIED I N T H E PURGING?

This purging is not applied to God's
seed. Why ? Because it is "incorruptible seed that liveth and abideth
forever. We have this treasure, incorruptible seed, in earthen vessels.
Jesus calls himself, "The true vine"
and we are the branches. Now then,
we understand that we have a tangible
body, human side, which is not converted, and to this human or tangible
body, the devil has access, so we see
that this human part has need to be
purged, and be kept under control
THORN IN THE FLESH.

- Paul states, "Lest I should be exalted above measure through the
abundance of revelations, there was
given to me a thorn in the flesh, the
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest
I should be exalted above measure"
(II. Cor. xii. 7 ) . "For this thing, I,
Paul besought the Lord thrice, that it
might depart from me" (II. Cor. xii.
8). "And he [the Lord] said unto
me, my grace is sufficient for thee for

my strength is made perfect in weakness, most gladly, therefore, will I
rather glory in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me
(II. Cor. xii. 9 ) . You see, dear ones,
it is impossible, for us to glory in our
infirmities (weakness) before we are
born of incorruptible seed, and the
scales fall from our eyes; then, and
then only, can we see Spiritual things
in the light of God.
Our inability to do, or know, spiritual things,' lies in our physical part,
human side.
There is no doubt in
my mind; but Paul would have exalted himself above measure through
the abundance of revelations he had,
if the Lord in his own way would not
have shown Paul his weakness on the
human side.
There is nothing sufficient under
heaven to deter men, or women, from
sin, but alone this powerful gospel of
Jesus Christ. "And as I [Peter] began to state, i. e. of the gospel of
Christ, the Holy Spirit fell on them,
the Gentiles, as on us at the beginning.
(Acts xi. 15). "Then remembered I
the word of the Lord, how that he
said, John indeed baptized with water;
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit" (Acts xi. 16). "Forasmuch
then as God gave them the like gift as
he did unto us, who believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I
could withstand God?"
"When they heard these things,
they held their peace, and glorified
God, saying, then, hath God also to
the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life." (Acts xi. 17-18.) In these
verses we have sufficient proof, that
nothing will save us, outside of the
gospel.
The gospel implies a
thorough evangelical repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.
You see, dear ones, the Apostle
Peter got into a strait, that he could
not deny, that God "gave them (the
Gentiles) the like gift as he did unto
us, who believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?"
The people of this (Holy Spirit)
dispensation, "the new and living
way" are changed from enmity to
peace by the baptism (mighty saving
baptism), with the Holy Spirit,
and with "fire," which is abundantly able to take them through
the new birth, purifying
their
hearts by faith, and to impart unto
them the cloven tongues of fire. One
to storm the gates of hell, one to
preach Emanuel.
Culbertson, Pa.

J. S. LEHMAN.
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Appreciating- the Minister.
Dearly beloved ministers of the
gospel, as I generally cannot express
myself so well in speaking as in writing, I take these means of telling you
some of my experience in order to encourage you in your work. You may
often feel your weakness and think
that you have no message at all from
the Lord when really that is the only
time when he can give you something,
and something too that will just suit
this or that one's condition. While I
was just recently passing through a
real cleansing and refining process, I
had of course dark seasons of doubt
and fear, great distress, and sometimes despair to pass through. While
in this state I had the privilege to
listen to several sermons where I had
to wonder who told the preacher just
how I felt. One said he did not know
how many were here that had burdens
almost too heavy to carry, and that
they had carried them just about long
enough. Well, I thought he surely
must mean me, for God only knew
how I longed to lay it down (that is
my burden) and to be given up into
the hands of the Lord, so as to become entirely cleansed from all sin.
So while I knew that God alone knew
all about my burden, and the condition of my heart, why surely his Spirit
must have impressed the preacher
to just say the words that were the
means whereby I could again take
hold of God as my Father, and his
Son Jesus.as my sanctification; to rely
on him only for all my needs, and be
content to rest my salvation entirely
in his hands.
Another instance was when the
minister said, how the devil goes about
to lead a soul astray, and into utter
darkness, and that was to first get that
soul discouraged. (And I only add,
to make you believe that the Lord has
forsaken you.) Well, again I said to
myself, how did he know that he was
just to say that for me. Indeed his
whole sermon was just for me. While
he read the text, and spoke about the
temptations of our Savior, and how
he met them, then and there I got a
little strength to go against the enemy;
when I could see that it was only he
that was discouraging me, and thereby bringing me into bondage. Well,
praise the Lord! for giving that
brother such a glorious message for
me. A few days after that I heard
that same brother speak again when he
had another message for me, which I
also sadly needed, and now only, keep
humbly praying that I may live it out
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in my daily life. All this goes to show
how the Lord in his marvelous love
and wisdom will- give directly to someone messages through his servants
when they least think of it. And
the Lord has so abundantly blessed me
in receiving them.
I do hope and pray that these few
imperfect words of mine may encourage them and urge them on tq
greater zeal, to more willingly and
cheerfully take up their work and
thus carry out God's will and fulfill
their mission. Oh, let us all, from
the weakest lay member to the minister, remember our Lord's parting
command: "Go ye into all the
world," etc.

A SISTER.

For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

Tithing-.
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Praise God from whom all blessings
flows,
Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy
Ghost.'"
Dear readers, these are a few
thoughts about our every day life, and
it does concern us every one. We may
not believe it, but it is however true.
May the Holy Spirit lead and direct
us into the word of the living God.
Amen.
J O H N H. MYERS.
P. S.—Dear Editor. Please allow
me to make a little correction in my
article in the issue of November 1. . A
loving brother wrote to me and said I
should have known better than to make
such a statement. I spoke of the new
things among us in this led-out age
in which we are living. That members of the church go to the fairs, take
stock, or shares, of investments, life
insurance investments, oil companies
—with the world to get large interest.
Yes, we are living in a fast age. Oh,
the tide is beyond stopping. I said if
you excummunicate these members
you will ruin the church. I mean or
meant to say that those who are not
willing to keep house in the church as
the word of God requires, they say
they are of our best men, school teachers, Sunday-school workers, and such
that give much to the church. Please
read the article over again in connection with this correction. Dear readers, I accept the kind reproof of my
dear brother. He said I should have
known better than to encourage the
tide that draws that way. I think if
the readers read carefully the November 1st number they will understand
the position I take as regards those
things mentioned. May the dear Lord
help us to read and understand.
Amen. So let it be. J. H. MYERS.

Gen. xxviii.. 22; Lev. xxvii. 30-34;
Malachi iii.; I. Cor. xvi. 12; Acts xi.
29; Heb. xiii. 16; Prov. iii. 9, 10; Neh.
x. 38, 39Neh. . xiii. 10: "And I perceived
that the portion of the Levites had not
been given them, for the Levites and
the singers that did the work were fled
every one to his field." I wish I
knew how to help those who need help.
Please read up the Old and New
Testament on giving for the Lord's
work. Some one has said, "O, I give
as much as the one who gives the
tenth." I say, You don't, and if you
think you do then try it; put down
your income for one year of all sales,
then count it in the columns. Supposing it has amounted to $3,550. Now,
if I give the tenth I give $375. Good
for you who have adopted the strict
rule of giving the tenth. Now, how
do you feel who say you give the tenth
and don't do it? Are you truthful?
Mark the above text please. See how
the cause is suffering. Those whom
the Lord would have used have fled
E D I T O R I A L NOTE.
to the, or his, field. "Then contended
I with the rulers and said, why is the
The Board of Trustees and Manhouse of God forsaken?" Beloved, agers of the Messiah Home recognize
far be it from me to contend with any that the present available accommoone, but I often feel grieved when I dation for General Conference is insee how far we fail in doing what adequate and have taken steps to proGod's word requires of us. In an vide sufficient room for the occasion
article some time ago I said that giv- by adding to the building on the
ing was about like this, a man that has north side a sixteen feet wide annex,
five farms gave one dollar, the man consisting of basement and first
that has three farms gave three dollars story, so arranged that the room above
and the one that had one farm gave the basement can be thrown open on
five, and the man who was a renter occasions of large gatherings. No
and had a large family gave ten dol- doubt it will be fully evident next
lars. Why? Because he does what May that this move was necessary,
the Bible teaches. He tithes all his and we hope the arrangement will
income and gives the Lord his portion, prove quite satisfactory, and that Conand the Lord Jehovah does what he ference will be satisfactorily enter-,
tained.
said he would do. ReadMalechi:

1

December 15, 1906.]

MISSIONARY.
A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .

Africa.
H . P. and Grace Steigerwald. Sallie
Kreider, Levi Doner, Maria Werkman,
Abbie Bert, Matoppo Mission, Bulawayo,
South Africa.
H. Frances Davidson, Adda Engle,
Macha Mission, Komola, N. W . Rhodesia,
care Dist. Commissioner, South Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Frey Mtshabezi
Mission Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa.
Care Blanket Mine.
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P. O. (Intokozo Training School), via
Zuurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.

I

A. L., Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, Ghaseeri Mundi, Lucknow, India.
D. W . and Mrs. D. W . Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankura district, Bengal, India.
Josiah and Rhoda Z. Martin, Raghunathpur P. O. Manbhoom district, India.
N. H . and Mrs. N. H . Reichard, Raj.
Nandgoan C. P. B. & N. Ry., India.
Fanny Hoffman, Khamgeon, India.
Central
America.
Mrs. William Keech, nee Hoffman, San
Salvador, Salvador, Central America.
For

the
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Villag-e Visiting-.

Dear readers, "Go ye into all the
world and- preach the gospel." The
cool weather has now set in, and our desire is to fulfill the command of Jesus
by visiting villages during this time.
We started on the 6th of October,
1906, and experienced it to be an interesting work. The people listen very
attentively. The number that gathered
were from 75 to 100, large and small.
On our way home we saw a poor,
blind old woman sitting by the wayside, almost dying. We informed the
police officer that he should make a
way to take her to the hospital for
treatment. He said he would see to it
and have her properly cared for. We
replied that we would prove his faithfulness a few hours later, so went
home, and a few hours later we (Bro.
Sen, Bro. Petters, Bro. Failbuse, Bro.
Kendal and myself) went and proved
whether the police officer was as good
as his word. We found that the poor
old woman had been kicked out ofthe
house and driven out to the road side,
but when the policemen came to take
her, the members of the family were
frightened very much and took her to
their own home. There are many old
mothers treated in this way in this
country.
On the Sunday following, October
14, 1906, we again went to the same
village and place. About the same
number of people attended and listened attentively, except one man who
was bent on making disturbance
among the people by asking irrelevant
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questions, so we forbade him. After
the meeting was over the sisters gave
Sunday-school cards among the children who all came flocking up, each
one wanting to have one, also wishing
to have the picture which was on their
card explained.
They
wondered
whether it was a picture of Jesus.
When told that it was, they were
greatly surprised and left. We sing,
speak, and pray with them. They are
specially fond of singing; they also
love the truth, which must be spoken
with virtue or it will go in one ear and
out the other.
On Sunday, October 21, we went
to another village. Here they did not
give much attention to what was said,
and only a few were present. We
then went to a house and one of the
brethren spoke to the people. What
will be the result God only knows;
but we must sow the seed or God will
hold us accountable at the day of
judgment. There are many ways of
sowing the seed. The poet sings:
"Little deeds of kindness,
Little ivords of love,
Make our earth an Eden,
Like the heaifn above.
Little seeds of mercy,
Sown by youthful hands,
Grozv to bless the nations,
Far in heathen lands."
This is our motto, and we learn that
it is the best that can be found to gain
dear souls that are in darkness, and
that have no God.
On Sunday, October 28, we all, with
Bro. Sen and family, went to a village
where they had never heard the gospel
of Christ. We will continue at this
village till we see results of some kind.
Bro. Sen and family are a great help
to us; they help us to bear the burdens
and the persecutions for which we are
very thankful to God. We shall never
forsake them if they keep humble;
they are very loving to have about us.
We have altogether forgotten that
the y are darker in color than we.
Divine love is what binds many nations of different colors together, and.
makes them one in Christ Jesus. Distinction of creed and color causes discord, and makes enemies one to another. This we have seen while here
in India, and we will learn more and
worse things than we have yet learned.
The name "Missionary" is very
common here among the educated
heathen people, they have made a decree and vowed not to hear the missionaries, and also forbid others to go
and listen to them. This is very hard
for the faithful ones. There are too

many reasons why they have taken
this step.
Your workers for the lost in India,
AMOS L. MussfiR.

Nov. 1, 1906.
(To be continued.)
Matoppo Mission.
BULAWAYO, NOV.

7, 1906.

"Why do the heathen rage and the people
imagine a vain thing? T h e kings of t h e
earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together against the Lord, and
against his anointed, saying, "Let us break
their bands asunder, and cast away their
cords from us. H e that sitteth in t h e
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have
them in derison. Then shall he speak unto
them in his wrath, and vex them in his
sore displeasure" (Psa. ii. 1, 6 ) .
It matters not how much the kings of t h e
earth or the heathen set themselves against
the Lord or his anointed, they shall be
laughed at. How sad that more do not sec
the need of salvation, instead of setting
themselves against it.
There is nothing special that we can report, but no doubt some will be anxious to
know about our welfare. W e are pleased
that we can report all well, and in good
cheer. W e have plenty to do these days
so that time flies faster than we are aware
of. When we think it is only a few weeks
since we contributed to the VISITOR, instead
of weeks it is often months. W e suppose
some think we should have an article in
each number. Well, we admit it would be
nice, but we hope those who think so will
pardon us when we tell them that we are
kept very busy with the other duties that
fall to our lot. At this time of the year
we rise at 5.15 a. m. Fifteen minutes later
we all go to the prayer-room for morning
prayers; after prayers we go to our work,
which just now is ploughing and planting.
At 9.45 the call comes for breakfast; after
breakfast English reading and prayer for
the workers (at this time the children goto school) : we workers usually take this
time to write or read, and we find it is
often too short. W e are often interrupted,
by some native who has some matter to be
talked over, and he does not think of time,
as time is no object to him; he has plenty of
time and is never or seldom rushed, so he
takes his time to it and tells his "indaba"
in all its details. The children are out
again at 2.30' p. m., ready to go to work,,
and we must be ready to. At 6 p. m., we
have supper, and at 7.30 evening prayers,,
and at 9 o'clock the retiring bell is rung.
T h u s each day passes by, its duties too
numerous to mention, and when night
comes we feel tired and ready for rest; t h i s ,
however, we often do not get until a latehour, as often we are so behind with our
correspondence and must take the evening:
for it or leave it undone. Often other
duties rob us of the time we should spend
with the Bible, and is often felt when w e
come to minister to others. Well, it is all
for Jesus so he supplies what we lack, and
gives us double strength, for, "As thy day
so shall thy strength be."
W e wish to ask special interest in your
prayers for a sick native brother who has
been afflicted for more than a year with
ulcers of the throat, or rather of the
esophagus. His palate and the back p a r t
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of his throat are all eaten away. For a
few weeks back we felt that if the Lord did
not come to our help he would not be
with us long. H e often expressed his gladness that he was saved. There was only
one thing that caused him regrets and grief.
While he was at home more than a year
ago, he went to some dances. H e says he
grieved the Lord very much by this, and
if the Lord would not cast him away for
this transgression he would be very thankful to him for his mercy. About two weeks
ago, while talking to him about his condition he asked to be anointed and prayed
for. This we gladly did, gathering in his
hut with the rest of the native brethren
and Sister Steigerwald and anointed him
in the name of the Lord. From that time
on he has been on the mend until now he
is much improved. We give God all the
praise, and trust our little band may be
strengthened by it. H e is, however, not
fully restored, and for this reason we ask
you all to pray for him that the healing
may be complete.
The disease has so
affected his speech that he can not speak
above a whisper.
Then we wish your prayers for an aged
woman who is also afflicted. She also
has ulcers on her face and hand, and has
been here for several months. She came
to be treated for her sores; her home is
about thirty miles from here. She came all
this distance leaning on a staff, as her ankle
joints were so stiff that it was very hard for
her to get along.
W e want you to pray
for her soul. She says she believes in God,
but has no knowledge of his saving power.
Pray also for her healing.
Then we also have a poor old blind man,
or, at least, almost blind, and is afflicted
otherwise. H e was forsaken by his people,
left to himself to get on as best he could.
W e took pity on him and told him one day
that w.e would fix a place for him and have
him come and stop with us, telling him
when we were ready for him we would
bring him over in the wagon. It took us
longer than we had intended; he got
anxious to come to his new home, but was
not able to walk, so one day he started on
his hands and knees, coming all that distance of over a half mile in this way. H e
often speaks of Brother Engle, of his kindness to him when he was in need; so we
see that our lives speak whether we live
or die. W e want you to pray for his salvation as well as his healing.
Just yesterday there was another sad case
brought here. A young girl possibly eighteen years of age. About two months ago,
as near as I can tell, her trouble began with
a swelling in the forehead, coming down
over her nose, breaking out on the inside
with sores, following down the nasal tubes
into the throat, eating its way as it went,
until she is in a terrible condition. W e
wish you to remember her at a throne of
grace. W e told her and her people that
unless the Lord helped us in our efforts
all we could do would be useless.
This will give you some idea as to what
we have to do, to dress these sores and
look after the needs of the sick. Our object
is, while we are helping their bodies to
reach their souls.
H . P. STEIGERWALD.

"There is always a tendency to use
heavenly directions as an excuse from
earthly duties."

VISITOR.

A n A g e d Sister's T e s t i m o n y .
Dear readers of the VISITOR: I come
with greeting in Jesus' Name. I just felt
to praise the Lord this beautiful Thanksgiving morning for the glorious freedom
we still have. I would feel to spend the
whole day in. fasting and prayer, as we did
in olden times when the war was raging.
Then we met in houses in the forenoon for
preaching and in the afternoon we had
testimony meeting. Why, it is wonderful
what glorious times we had. I shall never
forget. Why can't we have them now?
The poet says,
I have a God that changeth not,
W h y should I be perplexed?
H e is the same yesterday, to-day and
forever.
I received the VISITOR this morning and
read such good pieces. It was a feast to my
soul. The dear missionaries, brothers and
sisters had such good pieces in. O, my
heart rejoiced. I praised and thanked the
Lord while reading them. I have a warm
heart for all God-sent missionaries. I wish
them God speed. I have a dear son in dark
China. The Lord called him wonderfully
and keeps him wonderfully, bless his name.
The sun is sinking fast behind the hills of
time with us. I don't expect to be very
long in this world any more. I have past
the three-score years and ten. I am so
glad for this precious peace the Lord gave
me once, and for this satisfying portion; I
wish to go on. I thank the Lord I was
never tired of the way. O no, the older I
grow in years the more I love it, bless the
Lord. I do thank the Lord for his keeping
power. I think the Psalm cxxv., the first
verse is so grand. "They that trust in the
Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot
be removed, but abideth forever." Praise
the Lord for the precious promises we have
in his word.
CATHARINE KOHX.

Graters'

Ford,

Pa.

"He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light."
"He's true to God who's true to man.
Whatever wrong is done,
T o the humblest and the weakest 'neath the
all-beholding sun,
That wrong is also done to us, and they
are slaves most base
Whose love of right is for themselves, and
not for all the race.
The Old Year.
If all the old year's days could speak,
I wonder what they'd say—
The snowy days, the blowy days,
The flowery days of May;
The Summer days, when shady ways
Were made for children's feet;
Vacation days, when for their plays
The countrj' was so sweet?
If all the old year's days could speak—
Just think of it awhile!—
Would their report bring bitter tears
Or the sunshine of a smile?
Ah, could they speak from week to week
Of honest work well done,
Of well-used powers in study-hours,
Of fairness in the fun?
Of thankful thought for kindness wrought
Where homes are rich and glad;
Of tender care to give or share
Where homes are poor and sad;
Of pleasant ways in dark, dull days;
Of little gentle deeds;
Of earnest hours among heart's flowers
In plucking the weeds?
Can the year speak of patience meek
Where grief has stopped awhile;
Of courage bold; for the weak and old
A loving word or smile?
Methinks the year must seem most dear
If thus its speech can be;
O'er full of joys for girls and boys—
A year of jubilee.
—Congregationalism

[December 15, 1906.
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INTRODUCTION.

The studies for 1907 cover the period
from the Creation to Judges. T h e lessons
are taken chiefly from the Pentateuch and
the three succeeding books and are for the
most part historical in character.
Biblical literature is rich with books that
shed light, upon this early period. H i s torical and literary criticism have afforded
a flood of valuable information. Many
questions that have perplexed
Christian
scholars have been answered. Many are
still the subject of controversy. Agitation,
so long as it is accompanied with mental
honesty and confined to mature minds, is
wholesome.
The inscriptions and monuments, long
buried, are cumulative testimonv to the
authenticity of the Holy Scriptures.
In the meanwhile the teacher will do
well to teach only those things of which he
is sure. If this rule is faithfully observed
many of the seeming difficulties
will
vanish.
Aids to the illumination of the passages
chosen are numerous. T h e late maps are
the most reliable ever published. Penny
pictures, in black and white, either photographs of scenes in Bible lands or reproductions of the masterpieces of art, are
now to be obtained from several reliable
houses.
I plead with teachers:
( a ) T o avoid class controversy; it tends
to "more ungodliness."
(b) To honor all honest questions concerning apparent discrepancies and real
difficulties. There is more hope for an
honest doubter than for one who blindly
accepts the traditional statements without
investigation.
(c) T o believe that Christian scholars of
to-day are quite as honest and no less
capable than those of a hundred or a thousand years ago—and that facilities for
study and investigation are greater than
ever before in the history of the world.
( d ) T o be cautious not to snap at a ' n e w
idea simply because it is new. T h e old
view is more likely to be correct than the.
new, but it is not of necessity true because
it is old.
(e) To seek continually for the scarlet
cord of divine providence running through
the Scriptures.
(f) T o note the avenues that lead to
Jesus Christ the central figure of all history, as of old all roads were said to lead
to Rome.
( g ) T o close no lesson without imparting a degree of heart-warmth to the
scholars.
Lesson 1. Jan. 6:—God the Creator.
Gen. x:
1-2S. Golden Text:
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."
Gen. 1:1.
1 In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. 2 And the earth was waste and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep:
and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light:
and there was light. 4 And God saw the light,
that it was good: and God divided the light from
the darkness. 5 And God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, one day.
6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in
the midst of the waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters. 7 And God made the
firmament, and divided the waters which were
under the firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament: and it was so. 8 And God
called the firmament Heaven. And there was
evening and there was morning, a second day.
9 And God said, Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together unto one place, and
let the dry land appear: and it was so. 10 And
God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called he Seas: and God
saw that it was good. 11 And God said, Let the
earth put forth grass, herbs yielding seed, and
fruit-trees bearing fruit after their kind, wherein
is the seed thereof, upon the earth: and it was
so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, herbs
yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing
fruit, wherein is the seed thereof, after their
kind: and God saw that it was good. 13 And
there was evening and there was morning, a third
day.
14 And God said, Let there be lights in the
firmament of heaven to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons,
and for days and years: 15 and let them be for
lights in the firmament of heaven to give light
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upon the earth: and it was so. 16 And God made
the two great lights; the greater light to rule the
day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he
made the stars also. 17 And God set them in the
firmament of heaven to give light upon the earth.
18 and to rule over the day and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness: and
God saw that it was good. 19 And there was
evening and there was morning, a fourth day. m
20 And God said, Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21
And God created the great sea-monsters, and
every living creature that moveth, wherewith the
waters swarmed, after their kind, and every
winged bird after its kind: and God saw that it
was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, Be
fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the
seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth. 23
And there was evening and there was morning,
a fifth day.
24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth
living creatures after their kind, cattle, and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their
kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beasts
of the earth after their kind, and the cattle after
their kind, and everything that creepeth upon the
ground after its kind: and God saw that it was
good.
{Copyright by Thomas Nelson & Sons.]
DAILY FOOD.

•

M. God the Creator. (Gen. 111-25.) T.
God's Glory Manifested bv His Works.
( P s . 8:1-9.) W . Christ's W o r k in Creation. (Col. 1:15-20.) T. Wonders of
Creation. (Job. 37:1-25.) Joy in the Creator. (Psa. 33:1-22.) S'. T h e New Creation. (Rev. 22:1-21.) S. Eternity of God.
(Psa. 102:1-28.)
Genesis means beginnings, origin, creation. It is one of the "Books of Moses."
The authorship has been commonly ascribed to Moses. Whether as editor or
writer matters little—for God was the author ; it is his book.
Date. It is safe to take Jehovah's word
" I n the beginning" rather than to trust to
any one man's decree on chronology.
Many thousands of years ago—according
to Usher, about six thousand.
COMMENT.

1. God. "God is a spirit, infinite,
eternal and unchangeable in his being,
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness
and truth."
Created, called into existence. Whether
in a moment or through orderly processes
covering millions of years, the absolute
power of God is alike revealed.
The heaven and the earth. T h e universe.
All science asserts the unity of nature.
T h e unity of nature implies the unity of
the Creator.
2. Earth was waste and void, in a state
of chaos, confirming the "nebular hypothesis." Darkness existed until the Spirit
of God moved.
Light is scientifically the
result of motion.
3. Let there be light. T h e light which
comes to a soul God has touched is as
much a marvel.
4. Divided the light from the darkness.
"Fixed definite limits for their duration."
—Mitchell.
5. The first day. The Hebrew use of
the term "day" in many Old Testament instances is equivalent to "period" or "season."
6. Firmament.
Related to our word
firm. Divide "the waters which fall and
flow from the waters
which rise and
float."—Ruskin.
8. See Psalms 104:6-9.
9. Let the dry land appear.
Through
upheavals, convulsions and deposits.
11. T h e third "day" was the period of
vegetable development.
12. Yielding seed. The plant produces
the seed and the seed contains its germ to
perpetuate the kind. A nature truth challenging admiration for God's creative
power.
14. Lights.
Sun, moon and stars.
20-25. These verses continue the stately
yet_ simple recital of God's acts of creative
majesty. W h a t a marvel of compactness!
What comprehensiveness of phrase!
Help the scholars distinguish the several
"days" and the creative acts that belong to
each.
T h e lesson must not fail to leave the
scholar marveling at the greatness and
goodness of God.
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Lesson 2. Jan. 13.—Man Made in the Image
of God. Gen 1:26 to 2:3. Golden Text:
God
created man in his own image, in the image of God
26 And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth. 27 And God
created man in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female created he
them. 28 And God blessed them: and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the heavens, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth. 29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb yielding seed,
which is upon the face of all the earth, and every
tree, in which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed;
to you it shall be for food: 30 and to every
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the
heavens, and to everything that creepeth upon the
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every
green herb for food: and it was so. 31 And God
saw everything that he had made, and, beheld, it
was very good. And there was evening and there
was morning, the sixth day.
1 And the heavens and the earth were finished,
and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh
day God finished his work which he had made; and
he rested on the seventh day from all his work
which he had made. 3 And God blessed the
seventh day, and hallowed it; because that in it
he rested from all his work which God had created
and made.
[Copyright by Thomas Nelson & Sons.]
D A I L Y FOOD.

M. T h e Lesson. T. T h e Garden of Eden.
(Gen. 2:9-29.) W. First Sabbath. (Gen.
2:1-17.)
T. Divine Wisdom.
(Prov.
8:17-36.) F. Jesus as Creator, Life and
Light.
(Jno. .1 :i-io.)
S. Revelation to
Man. (Rom. 1 :i8-23.) S. Praise to the
Creator. (Psa. 148:1-14.)
Man was created on the sixth "day."
The development in the order of creation
was from the lower to the higher reaching
the climax in man.
Read the second chapter and note that
-it contains a sort of re-statement, though
not in the same order, of the events of
creation.
Let us. Whether the "plural of dignity"
(similar to "the editorial we") or a t e r m t o
suggest the numerous and divergent powers
of Jehovah, or an allusion to conference,
with the Son who was with the Father
"before the world was," or whether all of
these are implied, we cannot know ot a certainty.
26. In our image, after our
likeness.
Certainly not his physical likeness, for this
is impossible, God being a spirit. But man
is like God in that he possesses a "personality with intellect, memory, reason, selfdetermining will, conscience, emotions,
moral and religious faculties, immortality."
Have dominion.
James alludes to this
mastery over blasts while being unable to
control our tongues. While there is
physical similarity between man and the
ape, there does not seem to be the slightest indication that the latter possesses a
soul.
LeConte: " T h e earliest known man, the
river-drift man, though in a low state of
civilization,. was as thoroughly human as
any of us."
'
Lessons.
God still breathes into man the
life divine, if he will permit it.
"Woman was taken out of m a n : not out
of his head to top him, nor out of his feet
to be trampled under foot, but out of his
side to be equal to him, under his arm to
be protected, and near his heart to be
loved." Matthew Henry:
"They two shall
be one flesh."
The erectness of the human form suggests both the ability and the obligation
to be God-like.
"Be fruitful" is a divine command. In
certain refined circles, so-called, this injunction needs to be preached in thunder
tones from the housetops. Childless editors
have been most busy denouncing our
President's protest against "race suicide."
Have dominion. . The achievements of
man in breeding plants and animals is a
most interesting and fruitful study. Note
the beauty, speed and strength of the
horse
Chrysanthemums
from
ox-eye
daisies; Pippins and Bellflowers and Jonathans from a little bitter wild crab; pansies
from violets; smiling, cultivated
fields
where once was a jungle of weeds! And

a man like Luther Burbank puts the rest
of us to shame.
To subdue the earth is doubtless a eood
thing for the earth, but an infinitely better
thing for the men who do it. The disciplinary benefits which come from fighting
weeds and trimming trees is not to be
lightly esteemed.
God blessed, sanctified and rested on the
seventh day. T h e divine obligation to observe this day has not been with drawn.
It is essential to man's physical and
spiritual well-being. Ignoring the observance of the day has ever yet entailed
disaster.
• # •
E D I T O R I A L NOTES.

We are glad to learn that brother
J. R. Zook's labors at Pelham, Ont,
are fruitful of good results. Unpleasant weather conditions and bad
roads hindered the attendance the first
two weeks but later the attendance was
better, and souls were being saved, believers sanctified, and several of the
sick were prayed for in order for their
healing. We sincerely hope the meeting may yet result in much good for
that neighborhood.
Brother Fred. Lauver, lately of
Millersburg, Pa., whose wife died a
few months ago, making it necessary
for him to find homes for his children,
wishes us to say for him- that he has
succeeded in getting places for his
children. All who have written to
him about this matter will accept this
as his answer.
In some May, we don't know how,
there was a mix up in mailing the last
VISITOR, and some bundles went
to wrong post offices. So far as we
have been informed we have duplicated missing papers and hope all have
now received their papers.
Remember what we said in last issure re Bound Volume of the VISITOR
for 1905 and 1906 bound in one book.
We have yet two which are not ordered. First orders secure them.
N o v e m b e r Credits.
Mrs. Sarah D. Coup, Mary Kreider,
Elizabeth Clark, J. A. Keefer, Jacob Lautenslayer, D. B. Brubaker, Harrison Stauffer, Frank Bachman, Jacob Kreider, C. C.
Hensel, Miss Hershey, J. C. Stayman, Mary
Hoover, S. S. Hoover, Mrs. M. Kauffman,
Agnes Lesh, H . S. Brandt, Miss E m m a
Staver, Mary Yingst, D. F . Shirk, E . M.
Eshelman, W m . Neiman, Mary Peipher, S'.
Gingrich, Jno. Snell, Mrs. P. Keagy, Reuben Tyson, A. Haldeman, Clara E. Blattenbery, Geo. Louchman, S. D. Stutzman, Geo.
Frey, S. Groh, Sr.; E. P. Groff, Sue Brenem a n ; Anna R. Smith; Anna Koser; Jno.
Lininger, N. C. Michael, Mrs. Ralph Keagy,
Chas. Baker, Wm. Klippert, I. S w a l m ;
Rachel Klink, F. Lebeck, J. Huth, G. A.
Davidson, Eliza Hess, Jno. M. Welty, A.
McTaggart, A. H. Doner, Lizzie Good, D.
Eyster, P e r r y Hulls, S. B. Shirk, J. H u n t s perger, I. B. Basehore, Mrs. S. Shumberger, Alice Sauder, Mrs. J. Frederick,
Mrs. O. Olthouse, Mrs. A. Landis, Eph.
Shearer, E. R. Bossier, Jno. A. Garwick,
Martha Harmony, B. A. Brumbaugh, J. D .
Books; Geo. W.
Wingert,
Elizabeth
Winters.
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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

CHURCH

To SUBSCRIBERS : — 1 . Our terms are cash
in advance.
2. When writing to have your address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
address.
3. T h e date on the printed label will
show to subscribers when their subscription expires.
4.

If you do not receive the VISITOR

within ten days from date of issue, write
us at once and we will send the number
called for.
To THE POOR,—who are unable to pay,
we send the paper free on the recommendation of others or upon their individual
requests. Individual requests must be renewed every six months as a matter of
good faith.
T o CORRESPONDENTS : — 1 . Articles for pub-

. lication should be written on one side of the
paper only. Write all business letters on
separate sheets.
2. Communications without the a u thor's name will receive no recognition.
3.

Communications

for

the

VISITOR

should be sent in at least ten days before
date of issue.
Send money by Post-OKce Money Order,
Registered
Letter, or Bank Draft, to G.
Detwiler, 36 N. Cameron St.,
Harrisburg,
Pa. Canadian Currency is discounted
with
us.

VISITOR.
WORK.

Des Moines Mission.
Report for the month of November.
RECEIPTS.

Newbern Sunday-school, Kans., $17.50;
B. S. Herr, Cambridge City, $5.00; Bro.
La Grange, Des Moines, $2.00; Mary
Trump, Polo, $1.00; J. W . Book, Ramona,
$5.00; rent, $2.00; collections at the Mission
for the poor, $7.40. Total, $39.90.
EXPENSES.

Household and incidentals, $16.82; coal
and gas, $4.80; for the poor, $9.76; balance
due Mission, $4.81. Total, $36.19.
Balance on hand, December 1, $3.71.
"It is a good thing to give thanks unto
the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name,
O Most H i g h : T o shew forth thy loving
kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night." As we meditate upon
the goodness of God our hearts are full of
praise and gratitude. W e ask the pravers
of his people, that our work may prosper,
and Jesus be exalted in our lives.
MAX

AND ELLA MAHLER.

•• .

—

Philadelphia Mission.
Report for month of November.
Balance on hand, $165.40:
RECEIPTS.

Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 15, 1906.
OTJK, B I B L E

OFFER

W e are able t o offer o u r subscribers a
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with t h e
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost.

For

$3.25 (INDEX FIFTY CENTS E X T R A ) we will

send the Bible prepaid to any address in
the United Srates or Canada, and the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.

This

offer holds good for renewals as well as
new subscribers.
The special feature of this Bible is that
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED VER-

SIONS of the Bible in one volume, without
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
Size of type. I t is a Self-pronouncing
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting
a feature or disturbing the Text, points out
all the words and passages wherein t h e
two versions differ, giving the Revised
Version of each at foot of page, together
with
A Very Full Concordance,
containing
over 40,000 References; History and Summary of the Boohs of the Bible;
Historical,
Chronological Tables; New Subject
index
to the Bible; a Dictionary of Scripture
Proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
and meaning; Tables of Miracles, Parables,
etc.
The binding is Extra French Seal, Divinftv Circuit. Round Corners, Red tinder
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
LINED.
Address EVANGELICAL VISITOR,

36 N . Cameron

St.. Harrisburg, P a .

Our C i t y M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N . Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo, N . Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission. 5056 Peoria street. In
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. I .
Bruhaker and Sister Nancy Shirk,
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 737 Ninth
street. Church. Thirteenth and University
Ave. In charge of Bro. J. R. and Sister
Anna Zook.
Residence, 1226 Eleventh
Street. N .
Toronto. Ont., Missic 1, 523 Queen St.,
W . In charge of Bro. I. J. Ransom.
Jabbok Orphan Home, Thomas, Okla., in
charge of Bro. and Sister A. L. Eisenhower.

Greenville, Ohio, 50 cents; Roaring
Springs, Pa., $ 2 ; Ontario, $ 2 ; Cambridge
City, Ind., $ 5 ; A Brother, $ 5 ; Columbia,
,Pa., $ 1 ; Chambersburg, Pa., $20; Greencastle, Pa., $i.75;S'hisler's Point, Ont., £ : ;
Philadelphia donated, 7.58; Shippensburg,
Pa., $2.
Mount Hope, 1 barrel fruit; Fayetteville,
Pa., 1 barrel of apples and potatoes, bag
corn meal; Perkasie, Pa., 1 box clothing;
Shippensburg, Pa., 170 pounds of corn meal.
EXPENSES.
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know Jesus said we should, and not on
earth, for he said where our hearts arethere our treasure will be. Christmas is
coming, and if the Lord provides we will
make up baskets for the poor and bring it
to them at their homes. There are some
very poor. Now the Psalmist saith, "Blessed
is he that considered! the poor; the Lord
will deliver him in time of trouble. T h e
Lord will preserve him and keep him
alive, and he shall be blessed upon the earth,
and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will
of his enemies." O, let us believe him and
all these promises are for u s ; and soon w e
will all meet in the beyond where joy and
happiness will never end. Praise his name
for ever and ever.
Your unworthy brother and sister,
PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

3123 N. Second St., Phila., Pa.
Buffalo

Mission.

Report for months of October and November.
Balance on hand, $1.80.
DONATIONS.

Henry Roland, $ 5 ; Geo. Galloway, $ 2 ;
I. H . N., $ 1 ; Mrs. Duyer, $ 1 ; Bro. Joseohus
Baker, $2; Eliza Sider, $ 1 ; B. S. Herr, $5;
Abram Heise, $ 1 ; Samuel Reichard, $ 1 ;
Bro. Jno. Ehlers, $2; Sister Brenneman, $ 2 ;
W . Vandevere, $ 1 ; I. H . N., $ 1 ; A. A .
Plumb, $ 1 ; Bro. E. Pringle, $2; Edna
Sinks, $2.
EXPENSES.

Gasoline and oil, $2.25; water rent, $1.40;
customs and ex-delivery, $2.50; household,
$5; groceries and sundry expenses, $19.65.
Balance on hand, $2.00.
PROVISIONS DONATED.

Josiah Bosler and Brethren of Canton, O.,
5 barrels potatoes, apples and vegetables;
Bros. Sholts and Burtch, 1 barrel apoles,
5 bushel potatoes ;Sister Mary Blake complete Thanksgiving dinner.

T o the readers of the VISITOR. Greeting
in Jesus' N a m e :
Innumerable blessings
are being enjoyed by us. All coming from
our heavenly Father's bountiful
hand.
Praise his Holy N a m e ! Besides the above
named a number of small donations have
Dear Brethren and Sisters: Greeting in
been received.
T h e workers are truly
Jesus' Name. "Praise God from whom all
thankful to all the dear brethren for so
blessing flow." I can not express my feelbountifully supplying the temporal need of
ing, for the wonderful love he shows and
bestows upon me. H e alone is worthy to the Mission. God himself will manifest
be praised. Our revival meeting is now in his love to the cheerful giver.
the past. W e had a blessed time. Bro. S.
It has pleased our Lord to permit us t o
G. Engle held forth the deep truth as it is
spend several weeks in Ohio visiting o u r
in Jesus. Praise his name. Five souls were
parents and relatives. W e cannot express
converted and many of the brethren are how much real benefit we did derive from
seeking the deeoer life, which I find is having this change. All who are away
necessary, not only for the lay members,
from home and the surroundings which
but also for the deacons and ministers, and
they dearly loved in youth and childhood,
bishops. O that God might make us to know
know what it means- to one to return and
ourselves, and get us to dig down until we renew those memories again. And O. how
would strike rock bottom! W h e n we hold
we are awakened to the conservatism of
an office in the church it goes so hard to our nature as we see so many changes. W e
really acknowledge that we are not what
can only sigh and wish we might at least
we should be. But let us meet judgment
for once see things as they once were.
here, for if we don't, it will be too late.
Three successive Sundays we met with
Brethren.^ I want to go to heaver and Jesus
the dear ones of our home church in worsaith he is the way, and no other way will
ship, the second Sunday being the love
be right. Now, how do we follow him? feast occasion of the Ashland and Richland
Just let us think for a moment. O breth- District. It is very encouraging to see t h e
ren, let us wake up and look around, for
blessing of the Lord resting upon the work.
truly, the fields are white already to har- There seemed to be such a spontaneous
vest. Jesus died to save souls.
feeling of love among the children of God.
Thanksgiving is in the past. Truly, we T h e power of God has also been manifest
in the salvation of souls. Several whom
had a blessed day. I went out in the mornwe used to know as men deep in sin have
ing and gathered in some of the very poorbeen wonderfully saved and are now filling
est children I could find—such that could
not have a dinner—brought them to the their place in the church.
Mission at 10 o'clock. W e sang and prayed
One Sunday was spent with members of
with them until 11.30, then dinner was ready
our family in Dayton. On Sunday mornand we fed over one hundred. There were
ing we worshiped with the brethren in the
one hundred and twenty-eight with our
Fair View church. These brethren a r e
own. Our brethren and sisters were very
zealous for God. They, as well as those
busy. These little ones went away rejoicof our home church, snowed their interest
ing. 0 , brethren and sisters, if you would
in supplying our financial need. May t h e
see the homes out of which some of those
Lord richly bless all for their liberality.
children cpme your hearts would melt and
The question is some times asked, is it
you would cry t o God to deliver them from practical to trust the Lord for financial
such homes.
support. W e believe those who are situated
to give their time, will say it is practical
Let us lay up treasure in heaven. You
Thanksgiving dinner for 100 poor children and our own brethren and sisters,
$19.20; for poor, $44.19; for Mission, $4.10;
lumber, $3.47. Total, $70.96.
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to trust him (Phil. iv. 19). And all who
understand the situation know it is not the
world's way, but the way of the cross.
On our return we stopped with our
mother on Sister Whisler's side, and had a
pleasant visit there. Time and space would
not justify telling all about a trip which
was so largely a pleasure trip, yet not in a
worldly way.
Now that we are in Buffalo again, we
can not but praise the Lord for wonderfully
caring for the work here during our
absence: and we truly realize more than
ever it is his own work. These past few
weeks have not passed without some trials,
but never has Jesus been more precious to
us. Praise His N a m e !
Sister Emma Winger has again joined
us as a worker in the Mission, making our
number four. Please pray that this Winter
may be one of much success and victory
in the work here. Somehow we feel the
Lord is coming nearer to us than ever before.
There is still a small deficit on the building fund. A few promised subscriptions
have failed to come. W h o will enable us
to straighten up so we can give report in
full by January 1st.
Your unworthy servants for Jesus' sake,
GEO. E. AND E F F I E W H I S E E R .

25 Haivley St., Buffalo, N. Y.
Hillsboro, Kans., Home Report.
" N o good thing will be (God) withhold
from them that walk uprightly." (Psalm
lxxxiv. 11.) These words often come to
our minds as we go about our various
duties in the work we are engaged in at
this place. The day set apart for fasting
and prayer was observed in the meetinghouse of the Clay county brethren, by an
all-day service or from 10.00 o'clock a. m.
until 3.00 p. m. Wre felt as though the
Lord was very near us and his approving
smiles upon us. Since we are here we
have had varied experiences, for which we
praise God; W e prayed to the Lord to
send us the much needed help, and we are
glad to state that we have been wonderfully favored. First, brother J. I. Long
from Dickenson county came here to teach
our school, and we have been much elated
because of the good work he is doing.
Next came to our help an elderly man
from Tennessee, who intends to take
charge of the garden work with a number of the boys. H e seems like a brother
in Israel. Brother Weaver will no doubt
be a blessing to the Home in ma'ny ways.
Third, the Lord impressed a young German sister to come here and devote her
time to the work of caring for the dear
children. All these additions we regard
as the good things the Lord is favoring
us with. We also want to acknowledge
the kind offerings of the brethren to the
Home.
Newbern S. S., $10; C. Sumy, Inman,
Kans., $5; Brethren, Dallas Centre, Iowa,
$13; sister H a r r y Engle. $5; John Engle,
$ 1 ; Welson^ Twp. S. S., $4-32; Elder Engle
(different times), $5.74; a brother (teacher's salary), $35; free-will offering, Mennonite church of Abenfelt, $10; Newbern
S. S., $10; free-will offerings of Sedgwick
Brethren and friends, $20.17; A. Reed, $2;
Clay county Brethren, friends and S'.
S., $25.
Others have made donations to the
workers and sometimes specified the offerings for individual use, all of which is
very much appreciated and only goes to
prove that many of God's dear children are
not willing to have others carry the burdens
alone.
W e also want to state that the dear
saints of Ramona, Kans., favored the
H o m e with cash $11, also quite a lot of apple-butter, canned goods, potatoes and
fifteen bushels of good Winter apples.
Brother Wenger of the Mennonite church
of Spring Valley also gave the H o m e
twenty-five bushels of Winter apples.
All these good things came about without any solicitations on our part which
makes us feel that the good things came be-
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cause " n o good thing will God withhold
from those who walk uprightly."
We aim to walk in the way the Lord directs, leaving the results at his disposal.
Should any matter intended for publication
escape our notice we will only be too glad
to have our attention drawn to it, and will
make the correction.
T.

A. AND MARY J.

LONG.

• m•
Thanksgiving- at Philadelphia Mission.
"This man is blessed in his doing," was
a reality for the brethren and sisters here.
A dinner was prepared for the poorest of
the poor. In the morning some were engaged in gathering up such children to
whom Thanksgiving dinner is a thought
only at best. About one hundred children
were gathered in and fed. They were not
the usual Sunday-school children, but such
as were strangers to school, and many, no
doubt, strangers to kindness. It was a day
of rejoicing to the workers, to be granted
the privilege to sacrifice for others, and by
it. gladden hearts, with the thought possibly that the day may win souls. T h e dinner cost about $20.00. If some soul is saved
through this act of kindness, what will it
be worth to the loved ones should they
meet it in heaven? I dare say, by multiplying twenty many million times over will
fail to measure its value.
In all one hundred and *-wenty-eight had
dinner, including the workers. Christmas
will again be a day of rejoicing, but the
people will not be invited to come to the
Mission. Baskets will be filled and taken
to the homes of the poor. God has moved
the hearts of the brethren and sisters hereto fore, to send poultry and other good
things to the Mission, for the Christmas
days that are past. Our prayer's and hopes
are that this will again be repeated. T h e
poor we always have with us, and we can
do them good if we will. All goods sent by
Pennsylvania railroad should be marked
North Penn Junction, Phila.; by way of
the Reading railroad to Erie avenue, mark
all goods perishable. Send bill of lading to
Bro. Stover. Goods, should be sent from
three to four days before Christmas so they
can be got in time to distribute them not
later than Christmas morn.
S.

G.

is
work at the Mission a special subject uf
prayer, as it is up-hill work. T h e Christian people of Toronto have been very go^d
and kind. Their liberality puts the brethren
to shame.
I would mention here that there are
quite a lot of things needed yet to carry
on the work successfully. I was impressed
like t h i s : As Christmas is drawing near,
would not many of us be willing to sacrifice of our many luxuries to give in that
way. As the Toronto Mission is young yet
we should consider actual necessaries.
W h a t is most needed is a bed and bedding so that ministering brethren or others
who come in to assist in the meeting can
find accommodation right there. May all
those who read this make it a matter of
prayer. This concerns every brother and
sister, as God directs. W i t h God there is
no respector of persons; all those that dothe will of my Father are accepted of him.
I am glad the common people can be
reached.

LYDIA A.

WILEIAMS.

Elgin Mills.
P . S.—All contributions should be addressed to I. J. Ransom, 523 Quenn St., W .
Toronto, Ont. They will be thankfully received.
Special M e e t i n g ' s .
ABILENE, K A N S . , Dec.

3, 1906.

MINISTERIAE MEETING.

On Friday afternoon of November 9th,
about twenty-five ministers from the different districts of Kansas, together with a fair
representation of ^eacons, and lay members of the Abilene church, met to consider
program previously arranged" for the occasion. T h e subjects for consideration were
of a practical nature. Every member responding to the subject assigned, and all .
members taking part in discussion.
Bro.
J. H. Meyers and wife and Bro. J. B. Leaman were present, taking part, and helped
to increase the interest of the meeting. W e
consider this a great privilege where ministers can meet together and consider such
subjects that pertain to the welfare of the
Church. The members present were much
interested and expressed a well wish for
the success of these meetings.

ENGEE.
LOVE FEAST.

I n B e h a l f of t h e T o r o n t o M i s s i o n .
T h e Mission of the Brethren in Toronto
is in progress. Brother I. J. Ransom is
doing all he possibly can to make the meetings interesting. T h e attendance of boys
is quite unexpected. Those little boys come
to hear the story of Jesus. N o doubt they
have never been in churches, as poor people in cities don't go to church because
they feel so despised, and so much lower
than the rich people in the churches. They
cannot pay for their pew, and so the poor
are neglected.
I am glad for what the Missions are doing the cities in these last days. Truly they
are gathering up the poor, the maimed, the
halt and the blind. Churches have gotten
into cold formality. Paying the minister
and paying for my pew does not suffice.
W e want to put ourselves about and try
to bring in those "diamonds in the rough."
Some come into the Mission who were
gloriously saved in T o r r y and Alexander
meetings, and we cannot doubt their experience. Let all who read this make the
/

Saturday and Sunday following was the
time for our love feast; quite a few of the
brethren remained over these services.
The Lord abundantly blessed us through
the preaching of his word, and the testimony of the saints, searching our hearts,
and revealing himself as a God of Love, of
Mercy, and Justice. T h e attendance was
large, about one hundred and fifty participating in the communion. On Sunday
afternoon special services were held for
two sisters of the Abilene district and a
brother from the Zion district, who followed the Lord in the ordinance of baptism.
REVIVAE MEETINGS.

Beginning Sunday evening following the
love feast, conducted by Bro. J. B. Leaman, and continued for three weeks. Bro.
Leaman came filled with' the Spirit, and
was fearless in declaring the truth. In
consequence quite a number of the believers
testified to having attained to a deeper experience in the Christian life. Three professed Christ for the first time, and a number of young people renewed their covenant
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Baptismal services were held on Thanksgiving day. Eight became willing to follow the Lord in the ordinance of baptism.
Three were reclaimed, and all received in
full fellowship. These series of meetings
have been a blessing to us, and the church
here, and we do feel under obligations to
the dear Brethren who have labored so
faithfully for us, and we pray that the
Lord may abundantly bless those who have
been instrumental in bringing to us so
many good things.
M.

L.

HOFFMAN.

' ' Crucify H i m ! "

[The following article is published
by request. "J- T. Merriman, an attorney of St. Louis, Mo., has been
making a thoughtful investigation into the subject of Christ's trials and
crucifixion from a purely legal standpoint, and has drawn some remarkable
conclusions, supported by the testimony ef the gospels and the statistics
of ancient Rome. He points out
flagrant irregularities in the proceedings of the Sanhedrim which should
have rendered them null and void;
tells how the Roman as well as Jewish
law was disregarded in the effort to
crucify the one who was terrifying
the corrupt rulers of Judea, and exposes the means whereby the wily
high priests finally succeeded in their
attempt." The article was published
in the St. Louis "Post-Dispatch"
several years ago. It is regarded as
being appropriate at this time since
the few last Sunday-school lessons
were about the same subject. We notice that Justice Brewer of the Supreme Court has given a similar
opinion, published recently in "The
Sunday-ochool Times."—Editor.]
That Christ was crucified by means
of a remarkable combination of trickery and cowardice, rather than as a result of a regular and orderly legal
prosecution, is now made strikingly
apparent. The proceedings which led
up to the tragedy on Calvary, when
studied from a purely legal standpoint
in connection with the facts made plain
by recent investigations into the Roman law, instead of being orderly and
regular, as Hebrew apologists have
maintained, are shown to have been
characterized by lawlessness, violence
and contempt for the existing rules of
procedure.
The claim has been made and is
widely believed that no flaw existed
in the apprehension and trial of the
Savior; that, putting aside all supernatural elements, he had committed
acts deserving of death under the then
existing law, and that no successful
defense could have been made to his
prosecution.
This is now seen to be erroneous.
While the Hebrew and the Roman
laws threw every possible protection
around a prisoner, especially when he
v. as not represented by counsel, yet in
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this instance both laws were outraged,
and those who sought the. death of the
Savior accomplished their ends by
legal procedures scarcely deserving of
the name. This was done by the high
priests and Pharisees. Mr. Merryman
exonerates the Romans from any desire to prosecute Jesus.
Jewish historians to this day maintain that, whatever were the merits of
the case, the trial before the Sanhedrim was at least regular, and its sentence of death, just under the law.
This claim has so long been made and
so repeatedly put forth that it has to
a large extent been accepted.
As a matter of fact, it is now known
that not only was the trial before the
Sanhedrim altogether illegal, but that
the Sanhedrim itself had no power of
life and death, which was alone reserved to the Romans, and that in condemning the Savior to death it exceeded its jurisdiction.
PILATE W A S NOT GOVERNOR.

Recent researches, which go to define the exact powers possessed by
Pilate, show that he was not prases or
governor of Judea. The prases was
the Roman governor of a subject
province, who alone had the power of
life and death. He only could take
cognizance of capital cases. But it
has been found that the right of taking
cognizance of capital cases did in some
instances belong to certain procurators
who were sent into small provinces to
fill the places of governors. This is
the position which it is now known
Pilate occupied at Jerusalem.
When, therefore, the Sanhedrim arraigned the Savior on the charge of
blasphemy and condemned him to
death therefor, they exceeded their
legal powers, and did something which
nobody but Pilate had a right to do.
According to the Roman law, the administration of justice was so far prohibited to the officers of cities that they
could not punish even by a simple fine.
After the Jews were subjected to the
Romans, they had no jurisdiction over
crimes. This altogether disposes of
the pretense so long made that the
Sanhedrim acted legally in condemning the Savior.
But right here a remarkable fact
comes in. An investigation of the proceedings from a legal point of view
shows that the council of high priests
tried Christ on one charge, blasphemy,
and brought him to Pilate demanding
his execution on another charge, treason. The object of this is clearly apparent. The Sanhedrim well knew
that it could legally try one of the
Jews for a religious offense, but that
charges of treason were not within its
jurisdiction.
The power of the Savior was increasing rapidly, and his attacks upon
the ruling classes among the Jews were
becoming daily more pointed. He bitterly attacked the scribes and Pharisees. He accused them of hypocrisy,
covetousness, oppression, lust of
power and popularity, and he denounced them as a generation of serpents and vipers doomed to perdition.
The rich he assailed, saying it was i.3
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difficult for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven as for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle.
These terrific denunciations from a
personage widely popular and highly
respected by the people alarmed the
ruling men among the Jews, who then
decided to destroy him. Several attempts to entangle the Savior in compromising statements signally failed.
One of the last of these, when it was
sought to embroil him with the Romans, or with a powerful element of
the Jews, was that which elicited the
famous saying, "Render unto Caasar
the things that are Caesar's, and unto
God the things that are God's."
It was then decided to secure his
person secretly and afterwards to put
him to death in any manner that would
not render the high priests odious to
the people. Therefore Judas was
bribed to betray his Master into their
hands.
The next step was to destroy his
reputation, and this was attempted by
the charge of blasphemy, a crime
which the Jews regarded with peculiar
horror. The law of blasphemy as
understood among the Jews, extended
not only to the offense of impiously
using the name of the Supreme Being,
but to every usurpation of his authority or arrogation by a created
being of the honor and power belonging to him alone. Mr. Merryman
says:
T H E CHARGE OE BLASPHEMY.

"Moses and Aaron had suffered
punishment for it. This leads us to
conclude, however irregular the trial
of Jesus may have been before the
Jewish Sanhedrim, that if he had been
properly indicted and the trial regularly conducted, no lawyer in our
day could have successfully defended
him, unless he was, as he himself declared, the Son of God. The so-called
'good man' idea of Jesus exists only
in the brain of the modern infidel. If
he was only a good man he was guilty
of blasphemy and deserved the punishment which was meted out to him. If
he was only a good man, then he died
with a lie on his lips, because in his
answer to the high priest he declared
that he was the Son of God.
"I endeavor simply to give facts.
But it is very gratifying to the followers of Jesus to know that in the very
crisis of his history, when within five
hours of the cross he could have saved
his life by one simple falsehood. We
often debate whether or not under any
circumtances a lie is ever justifiable.
Jesus decided this question in the negative. This decision resulted in his
suspension for six hours and finally
his death on Calvary's cross, and as
one of old has said, 'Socrates died like
a philosopher, Christ like a God.' "
The technical irregularities in the
proceedings before the Sanhedrim
form a remarkable chapter. The
whole thing took place at night, while
the Jewish law prohibited such proceedings except in the daytime;
Caiaphas, the high priest, was at once
judge and accuser; the witnesses contradicted each other—and all this took
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place and the verdict was rendered on
the day of the Passover, when, according to the Hebrew law, any
judicial proceedings on a feast day
were null and void.
Mr. Merryman points out that Jesus
underwent six examinations. All these
occurred within the space of nine
hours, whereas it was illegal for any
man to be tried, convicted and executed on the same day. T h e first
examination was before Annas, the
second before Caiaphas, the third before the whole council, the fourth before Pilate, the fifth before Herod and
the sixth before Pilate again, when
the final j u d g m e n t was passed.
Heretofore commentators upon this
subject have attached greatest importance to the proceedings before the
council or Sanhedrim, being the third
examination. F r o m . what is now
known, this ought to be dismissed, because it was altogether illegal and unlawful.
Although condemnation by
the Sanhedrim could have no effect, it
is considered that its object was, first,
to fool the Jewish people into believing that Christ had been convicted of
an odious crime, and, second, to fool
Pilate into believing that the whole
Jewish people demanded his execution.
T R I E D TO S A V E

HIM.

Mr. Merryman, however, makes it
plain that Pilate saw through this
Summary of Irregular and Illegal Acts
in Apprehension and Trial of Christ.

'

1. The employment of hired informers
by the enemies of the Savior to entrap him
into compromising statements.
2. A conspiracy by the chief priests and
Pharisees at the house of Caiaphas to murder or assassinate the Savior. This, which
Hebrew apologists represent as a meeting
of the Senate for the purpose of issuing a
warrant of arrest, was in fact a meeting
of conspirators.
3. The meeting at the house of Caiphas
was held at night, contrary to the law,
which required all judicial proceedings to
take place in the day, time.
4. The employment of Judas to betray
his Master for thirty pieces of silver by the
high priests and Pharisees after the said
meeting.
5. Christ was apprehended not by legal
soldiery executing an official decree of arrest, but by a band of ruffians who accompanied Judas. That Pilate, the Roman
commanding officer, had not yet heard the
affair spoken of shows that this action was
wholly without the law. That the apprehension of the Savior was illegal is furthermore proved by the fact that Peter was not
arrested for cutting off the ear of Malchus,
the insolent servant of the high priest, who
was eager to rush upon Jesus. Peter was
subsequently recognized in the house of the
high priest and no attempt was made to
arrest him for what would have been under
other circumstances rebellion by armed
force against a judicial order.
6. Christ after his arrest was bound as
a malefactor, which was a criminal degree
of rigor, since, for the purpose of securing
a single man by a numerous band of persons armed with swords and staves, it was
unnecessary and irregular, as he had not
only not offered resistance, but had even
restrained that of his disciples.
7. The illegal and irregular nature of
the proceedings was exhibited at the next
step, the taking the prisoner before Annas,
who held no official position and had no
other character than that of being fatherin-law to the high priest.
8. The prisoner was next taken to the
house of the high priest, all the while being
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game. W h e n Christ was brought before him, the accusation was changed
from blasphemy to treason, and the
latter charge was supported by a lie.
According to Luke, they said, " W e
found him perverting the nation and
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar,
saying that he, himself, was Christ, a
king,"
Not a word was said about the
charge of blasphemy. Pilate asked:
" A r t thou the king of the Jews ?" T h e
answer was, " M y k i n g d o m is not of
this world."
Pilate then goes forth to the people
waiting outside the judgment hall and
s a y s : " I find in him n o fault at all."
Again the accusation is renewed, this
time with the statement that Christ
was stirring up the people from Galilee to Jerusalem. Instantly Pilate sees
a chance to get rid of the case. H e
makes the plea of want of jurisdiction
and sends the prisoner to Herod, who
had jurisdiction over Galilee.
The fifth examination was the one
before Herod, when practically the
same thing ocurred, H e r o d
finding
Christ innocent of the charge and remanding him back to Pilate.
It is here that Mr. Merryman discovers a remarkable effort on the part
of Pilate to save the prisoner. Pilate
s a y s : " I have examined this man before you, have found no fault in him
touching those things whereof ye ac-

cuse him. No, nor yet Herod, for I
sent you to him, and lo, nothing worthy
of death is done unto him. I will
therefore chastise him and
release
him." Christ was then scourged.
This, says Mr. Merryman, was a
trick of Pilate's to avert the crucifixion, because he knew that no man
under the Roman law could be twice
put in jeopardy for the same offense.
Although Pilate had already declared
the prisoner to be innocent, yet on his
second examination, without further
evidence, he pronounced him deserving of chastisement, and Christ was
scourged. That, under the Roman
law, as Pilate well knew, ought to have
ended the proceedings. Mr. M e r r y man w r i t e s :

bound. This was at night and the Jewish
law prohibited all proceedings by_night.
9. In he house of the high priest, the
prisoner, still bound and blindfolded, was
mocked and insulted in violation of the
Hebrew law for the protection of nersons
awaiting trial.
10. Already had the cock crowed, and,
although it was not yet day, the chief
priests and scribes came together and
caused the prisoner to be brought before
them. This was illegal for two reasons;
first, the Jewish law prohibited all such
proceedings by night; and, second, it was
the Feast of the Passover, the most solemn
of all festivals, and, according to the Jewish
law, no judicial procedure could take place
on a feast day under penalty of being null
and void.
11. Before seeing the prisoner, Caiaphas, although acting as judge, declared
him to be deserving of death.
12. Caiaphas proceeded to interrogate
the prisoner, although in the preceding assemblage he had made himself the accuser.
His acting as judge was therefore irregular.
13. Caiaphas began the interrogatories,
not by questioning the prisoner as to positive acts done and facts personal to himself, but as to general facts respecting his
disciples and things concerning his doctrine,
as to which he should have summoned
witnesses. This was wholly irregular.
14. One of the officers struck the prisoner with the palm of his hand, saying:
"Answerest thou the.'high priest so?" This
outrage was committed in the presence and
under the eyes of the whole Council and
not being restrained by the high priest, he
therefore became an accomplice, esnecially
when violence was committed under the
pretense of avenging an alleged affront to
his dignity. The answer which the prisoner had given was not offensive.
15. The witnesses put on the stand contradicted each other.
16. Caiaphas called upon the prisoner to
testify, a gross infraction of the rules of
morals and jurisprudence, which forbade
the placing of an accused person between
the danger of perjury and the fear of incriminating himself.
17. He was condemned to death on the

charge of blasphemy by the Sanhedrim.
The-Sanhedrim _did not possess the power
of life and death, which was alone reserved
to the Romans.
18. The Hebrew law required that a
judge should treat a prisoner with respect,
whereas the trial before the Sanhedrim
was characterized by the utmost violence.
19. Caiaphas sought to condemn the
Savior on his own declaration alone as interpreted by the high priest, although this
was forbidden by the law of the Hebrews.
20. Contrary to the spirit of the Hebrew
law, the prisoner was then treated with
insult by bystanders without restraint by
the high priest Even if the members of
the council had not been present it was
their duty under the law to protect the
prisoner, and Caiaphas, moreover, was
doubly culpable because these insults took
place in his house.
21. Upon the taking of the prisoner ta
the Judgment Hall of Pilate, the Romangovernor, on the same day, the accusation
was" suddenly changed from blasphemy ta
treason.
22. Herod, after examining the prisoner
and concluding that the charge was
groundless, subjected him to ridicule and
remanded him back to Pilate, who had
previously declared, "I find in him no fault
at all."
23. Pilate, after declaring the prisoner
to be innocent, scourged him.
24. The prisoner was obliged to incriminate himself, contrary to the law.
25. Pilate, after first declaring the
prisoner innocent, then without further
evidence of guilt and deserving of chastisement, finally condemned him to death, although the Roman law expressly declared
that no man should be twice put in jeopardy on the same charge.
26. The sentence of death was pronounced and executed on the day of the
conviction, contrary to law.
27. Further illegalities were displayed
in the violence shown to Simon, the Cyrenian, who was made, in some degree, to
share the punishment by being compelled
to carry the cross and by the injurious
treatment which attended the victim to the
place of sacrifice.

" I am of the opinion that Pilate did
attempt to save Jesus by a legal p r o cedure. T h e legal m a x i m that no m a n
shall be put twice in jeopardy has come
down from the Romans to us. Pilate
knew this principle of law as well as
we know it. You cannot convict a man
of assault and battery and after he has
served his sentence try him for assault
with intent to kill. You cannot sentence a prisoner for a crime of murder
to the penitentiary for two or more
years, after he has served his time try
him and sentence him for the same offense for m u r d e r in the first degree.
In the second and last appearance of
the Savior before Pilate, Pilate order-
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ed him scourged, notwithstanding that
h e h a d s o l e m n l y said, ' I find n o f a u l t
in this m a n . '
" T h e E v a n g e l i s t J o h n tells u s a f t e r
Pilate had scourged Jesus that 'from
thenceforth Pilate sought to release
him.' I n m y opinion he sought
to
p l a c e t h e p u n i s h m e n t of s c o u r g i n g a s
a bar to p u n i s h m e n t by death.
" B u t t h e fierce d e m a n d s of t h e J e w s
a n d t h e fact t h a t it w a s a feast d a y a n d
Jerusalem was crowded with
strangers reaching perhaps into the
millions, a n d h e h a d only a few soldiers
h i m s e l f , t h e f e a r of a r i o t , all t h e s e
facts together caused h i m to c o m m i t
judicial murder. But there have been
t h o u s a n d s of P i l a t e s .
W e ourselves
h a v e s e e n S t . L o u i s in t h e h a n d s of a
mob, w o m e n stripped and t h r o w n into
p o n d s of w a t e r for r i d i n g o n s t r e e t
c a r s , c o w a r d l y g o v e r n o r s a n d officials
a f r a i d of v o t e r s , a f r a i d t o o r d e r o u t
t r o o p s to protect the citizen."
M.
•^ •
F o r t h e Children.
Dear children, one and all. I have been
prompted to write a few lines. W h e n I
-was thirteen years of age the people I
worked for were taking The
Religious
Telescope, and it still seemed so long till
the paper came. The first that I looked
for was the Testimonies from the children.
I was so glad when there was quite a numnumber. When there were not so many I
was sorry and wondered what was wrong
that there were so few, I wondered if the
paper was too small. I did think they
should put another page to it. I do think
every religious paper should have room for
the children. It has often been a wonder to
me

why

the

EVANGEUCAE VISITOR had

no

place or perhaps ho testimonies sent in. O,
I am so glad the time has come that I can
read them there, and may they ever continue—on and on. Let others write. Perhaps some of our young people could express themselves better in this way. Don't
delay. I believe our editor, who is a lover
of the young as well as the old, will be
glad to publish it. I entreat you to write.
Read your Bibles while you are young; it
will do you good when you get old. If
there should be any who read these lines
that don't have the word of God to read,
please tell me. Don't neglect to read t h e
EVANGEEICAE VISITOR.

It is a welcome vis-

itor to me, and I feel if every one had .the
interest at heart of the precious truths that
are written there, many more homes would
have it. I feel like saying, "pass it on." I
read it and pass it to the neighbors. I
wonder how many people who are afflicted
and don't often get to church, there are
that don't enjoy to hear through the V I S I TOR of others on the "good old way."
"Oh good old way how sweet thou art,
Let none of us from thee depart."
I will bring my brief letter to a close.
God be with you till we meet again. Let
us pray earnestly for one another.
IDA

West

Fairview,

KUTZ.

[December 15, 1906.

CHILDREN'S TESTIMONIES.

MARRIAGES.

Dear readers of the VISITOR:—This is the
first time that I write for the VISITOR. I
give God the praise for saving and sanctifying me. H e is a very precious Savior to
me. I was baptized two years ago when
Bro. J. R. Zook was holding meetings here.
I have trials and temptations but the Lord
helps me when I pray to him. I want to
do all I can for him and follow him every
step of the way. Pray for me that I may
prove faithful.
. Your sister in Christ,
MARY E.

Betliesda,

STECKLEY.

Ont.

Dear readers of the VISITOR: I thought
I would write again. I was glad to see
quite a few of children's testimonies in the
VISITOR. I like to read them. W a s not
that pitiful about the little Chinese girl in
the last VISITOR? We had mamma to read
it over.four times to us children. I was
to Sunday school this morning. W e have
three churches here in t o w n : The Baptist,
Methodist and the Catholic, and not one of
them had services on Thanksgiving Day.
It seemed so strange not to have any service. I praise the Lord for what he has
done for me and for what he has
helped me in school. I want to be more
earnest and sincere in serving the Lord.
And my desire is that I may press upward
and onward to the prize of the high calling
which is in Christ Jesus. P r a y for me that
I may follow his foot prints at all times. /
Your sister in Christ,
L I Z Z I E LENHART.

Dec. 3, 1906, Selden,

Dear Brother Myers:—I saw in the V I S I TOR that you asked the children to write
their experience in the VISITOR. I like to
read the children's testimonies. I am eight
years old. I gave my heart to God while
Brother Leaman was holding meetings at
Belle Springs this Winter. I am glad that
I yielded to God. I am happy now. I
used to wish I could sing "Hano3 r Day and
"Down at the Cross," now I feel better
when I sing them. I found those verses
that you called for in the November I
VISITOR. " A good name is better than
precious ointment" (Eccle. vii. 1).
"It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting"
(Eccl. vii. 2 ) .
"Sorrow is better than laughter" (Eccl.
vii. 3 ) .
"Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry:
for anger resteth in the bosom of fools"
((Eccle. vii. 9 ) .
"In the day of prosperity be joyful, but
in the day of adversity consider" (Eccl. vii.
II).

"Lo, this
hath made
sought out
29).
Pray for

only have I found that God
man upright; but they have
many inventions" (Eccle. vii.
me that I may always be true

to him.

Hope, Kansas,

H A Z E L M. ROOT.

R. R. No. 2.

•m •
Once Mr. Moody,

after

preaching

on the subject, "Christ as a deliverer,"
said t o a S c o t c h m a n a s
away, " I did not

Let grace and goodness be the prinFor

l o v e w h i c h h a t h e n d s will h a v e a n e n d ,
w h e r e a s t h a t w h i c h is f o u n d e d o n t r u e
v i r t u e will a l w a y s c o n t i n u e . — D r y d e n .

M c C O R K L E — B R A N D T . — O n Thanksgiving day, November 29, 1906, Bro. Enoch
McCorkle and S'ister Lizzie W . Brandt, all
of Dauphin county, Pa., were united in holy
wedlock at the home of the officiating minister, Geo. Detwiler, Harrisburg, Pa.
C O B E R — R E S S O R — O n December 5,
1906, Mr. George Cober, son of Bro. John
Cober, and Miss Annie Ressor, daughter of
Mr. John Ressor, all of Pickering, Ont.,
were, united in holy wedlock at the home
of the bride's parents, Bro. Peter Steckley officiating.
WAGAMAN —ENGLE. —In
Abilene,
at the home of the bride,, on Thursday
evening, October 25, occurred the marriage
of Miss Sadie Engle, daughter of Bro. and
Sister J. L. Engle, to Mr. Emanuel Wagaman, son of Bro. and Sister Daniel Wagaman, all of Abilene, Kan. Bro. M. L. Hoffman officiating.
M A R T I N — H O F F M A N . — B r o . John H .
Martin, son of Elder Aaron Martin, of
Elizabethtown, Pa., and Sister Sadie H .
Hoffman, daughter of Bro. Aaron Hoffman, of near Rowenna, Pa., were married
November 8, 1906, at the home of the
groom's uncle, the officiating minister, J. N.
Martin.

OBITUARIES.

Kan.

finish

he
the

walked
subject."

"Ah, m a n ! " answered the Scotchman,
" y e d i d n ' t e x p e c t t o finish, d i d y e ?
will t a k e all e t e r n i t y t o

finish

It

telling

w h a t Christ has done for m a n / '

No

wonder the angels sang at the beginn i n g of t h e s t o r y .

• m•

Pa.

c i p a l l o a d s t o n e of t h y affections.

VISITOR..

" I t ' s folly t a l k i n g a b o u t t r e a s u r e s
in h e a v e n if y o u ' r e d o d g i n g y o u r t a x e s
on earth."
"People w h o have scruples about
paying their debts have none about
collecting them."

ENGLE.—Mrs. Ellen Engle, wife of
Reuben Engle, daughter of George and
Mary Armstrong, died at her home, 801
East Iron avenue, Salina, Kans., September
27, 1905, aged 24 years, 3 months and 13
days. Services were conducted by Elder
Jacob N. Engle, at the Christian Church,
Abilene. Burial in Abilene cemetery.
ADAMS.—Cora Elizabeth Adams, daughter of Jefferson and Sister Adams, died
November 27, 1906, near McVeytown, Pa.,
aged 27 years, 3 months and 2 days. Three
brothers and two sisters survive. Funeral
services, conducted by the Brethren, Elder
Aaron Martin and Solomon Lauver, assisted by Pre. John Kauffman, of the Amish
Church, were held December 1, in the
Amish M. H.. Interment in nearby cemetery. Text, Amos iv. 12, "Prepare to meet
thy God, O Israel."
S E R I N G . — Catharine
Sering
(wee
Dickey), widow of Caleb Sering, died November 11, 1906, at the home of Brother
and Sister Dohner, near West Milton, O.,
aged about 73 years. H e r husband preceded her to the spirit world about five
years ago. She leaves one brother and
sister, one son, one stepson and seven
grandchildren. For many years she was 'a
member of the Christian Church. S'ome
thing over two years ago she became a
member of the Brethren in Christ, and held
that relation until called to her reward.
Funeral services were held at the Highland M. H., conducted by Elder J. N .
Hoover, assisted by Brother Harvel Miller.
S T A U P F E R . — D a v i d E. Stauffer was
born in Lebanon county, Pa., Februarv 16,
1829, and departed this life November 18,
1906, aged 7y years, 9 months and 2 days.
H e was married October 3, 1850, to Elizabeth Ensminger, now deceased. This union
was blessed with ten children, seven of
whom are still living. H e was married a
second time on June 22, 1882, to Katharine
Will Myers. This union was blessed with
two children, both of whom are still living.
In his early days he gave his heart to God
and for a number of years was a member
of the Brethren in Christ Church. Funeral
services, largely attended by sympathizing
friends and neighbors, were conducted by
Rev. Menaugh, of Des Moines, Iowa, and
Elder B. F . Hoover, of Mansfield, Ohio.
Text, Psa. xxiii. 4.

